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T qEE=R At sfgemr
Fferg=aT
s faeefT, 8 eITs, 2024
TLEATT (THTT 3T Faet) FATE SEhaeI (Thae fReeH) (3T |4eme)
faffaw, 2024 (2024 #7 4)
BT §. AH-8/1/(9)/2021-NG=H T (1 U 3).—dT EAT At srfersrr srferfaa,
1997 (1997 T 24) #T a1 36 FITST gTeT 11 FT IT-8TT (1) F Aq=83 (F) F IT-aAT=== (i), (iii) =T
(iv) BT I&q TRAT FT TART Fd g0, qI16d HA1E UF GAAT A0t 7orad (ZE=am &amT) &
AT FATE it ATSG=AT Fwar 39,
) o 3<% srfarfRa i g 11 it S7amT (1) F s (1) 3T amer 2 & STawT (1) F T==s
() F TEqH FTT VT TRl T TR L g0 ST 3T T1T &, i

(@) ST A=A & TSI, AATIR, ART-1l, TUE-3 F SATEEEAT HeAT U 44(3) ¥ 45(3) faeitea
09 STHa<T, 2004 F SIAd THRIIAT E5 &,

AT oA s T, @A (TR0 UF F6d) 99T Sedamiqaerd (T3Haa fee)

4078 G1/2024 )
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faff=mT, 2017 (2017 #7 1) § 307 Hentes 2  forw uae gro fFer ARt w1 f[wtor w=ar g, sraia-

1.

(1) =4 RAFAFAET F TEAR (TR T Fad) Ta7 S| (TgHad [feed) (F2T F9are)
fafe=m, 2024 (2024 =1 4) FBT STUIT

(2) 7 AT 9T & ¥ &= § AR

(3) T Faf=r e aATfershTia TS | Ik W1 il AT | Foel & & &78 @] g

FLEATT (TETIT 3T Faer) FAT Tevahaaerd (e oreed) afaaw, 2017 (28 T "o fafaaa &
=7 ¥ #efdq) & faftag 2 8, su-RfFgue (1) 4, g9 (O9) F ae, fukta g s s,
ERICE

"(STT) "RATREE" # T el § EET (TET ST Fad) HAT Tedadaed (Tgihae e fafaam,
2017;";

TLEAT (TETI 3T Fae) HAT TechaFerd (TgHae feeew) fafaaw, 2017 (29 a1 "o fafqaa" &
& | §3fiq) & A 4 7, 3u-faf=aw (4) (TF) #, T a8 g2 f&ar s
g A=At & Afaaw 7 9, 9-REaw(9) F are, et wwiqs sia:emua BT ST, s -
“gerd T AiaT fafaast ar arfesror grT Afagi=ra sraer | Seree % w0 §a9 T IS TE 1
H e FHEIT g1 STaT &, THehl i< Fawht  forw qerterd 93 $iq /a0 T&q1d & AqHY 70
AT HATST FALN TTAT 370 RIS FA H I(od Herea q¥, I geT [Faiia aua= T &
ATETE AT FLAT AT ZITTI
q« faf==mt & fafaaw 8 4,

(F) Su-fafiaw(2) F v+ o Fefertaa sv-fafeas staerfoa B s, srrr:-

SY-FAAFAT(1) # 92fiq, 9a9 JTHA TEad | e Jrehe, Tfd ATg ST ok Hl T,
HaH FTHIST TEATT 6 TR 6 TAT ST Hobd ITHIH ST, FST e i 3L 9 &
S AT g2, AT FE 2T, Faww w7 3 FS ook T TUET FT AR e a3
Friortoas Faee oY ord afgd, e Sral a ST Agi TAT =T AFLTF Ad ATHA g

Ford o Sefifas ==al o faa<d grer T ATg T ATgd Ifd = =qIud o0 ST aqTel i
[ T T T TH H ATIF TE1 NI 3T T THRE GIT oA TSI oAl o foa<ah &l UH

A =39 & forw wfa #1837 $1 S ok, Tt ff fafa § o= o =93 7 s1fas a8t
T
IO Toh SATTASTT Al 7 Uk e aqeet-| § fAfde sraemi F A seffas == &
forw ST oo Tfr Y TUET FAAT, ST UH TS Al ok AT e heere Tiaerd H
TEATT F AT TE STUAT

(@) SU-fafe=w (8) & ae, Meforfed wiqs sia:wmiaa 3T STTosT, ereid;: -

“Ferd Toh wisgaT A==t a7 sTresreer g aAfegi=a e § e & F0r 489 3 qA ST
TEITE § HOTee THIH A g1 STdT 8, THTahT i et & forg genfera ga sia:aae+ geama
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F AAITE AU SATHATSAT FLL AAAT 3eh HISET H § IT=ra F9med 9%, IiErewaor gy
RaTRT T F ATH FEATeAT FHIAT A=Ay g’

6. g1 fafe==T & fAfHaw 20 & are, Feforiaa [ sa:etug T STo, seri----

“(20%) waT<E AT e g = fAfRaw & Bt «ft e #51 squree F § e g 8 et
RO §idl- (1) TR FIE THTEE AT Sefifarst At 1 e, S|t ot qrwer g, [AfF=st & sagmEt &
oA FIAT &, AT IHh ATSHE AT SATAT SAAT GS(I00T, STIAT AT =T a7 Fw 77 A== a1 39+
Tgq ST Sraer a7 Haer & Faei & aat o wiaga 9™ = 59T, daqeEt-XI § AFAEe G
ZATCETE T AT F4 o o0 St g, o srieraeor 77 srfersreor grer srféepa s sfersersy, S
T ATHAT BT, ATeer 3T HEford T Jehar &

T o AqgAT-X| T ATAFT-1 | THE F % q8d Steated [A=aat & AT Iearadt & o us
FAST Y H AT TAT Aferwan i garcared, T fF amer § 37 9 'y & offaw agt
ELRLE

Fora o SAqEAT-XI T ATRT-1 F TG &1 F dgd Sfedad MIAf & Al Ieadl & (o0 TH
FST a9 H FATAT AT ATAFaw &< garcdrg, I ara 93 7 A2 da8i gh:

Forat T U FoieT a¥ § a3t SooruEt F forw S49r yarar a9y w1 stteway BT gdeeT
T ATE w9 | ATeF A5l g

FIrq Tg AT o STz AT STiemeor gy Siterdha el stfeshr g A< garered &
AT FT Fle AR TS 6 ST Aol (hAT ST ST T o6 T92H AT Faqea &, SEr off
Ao 2t, AT % e % g9 & fowg arwarasd &1 3 sraew 7 fodr = 2

(2) = A=A F qEq AT FATHTZT & AT | F TCX UF @1 6 o T & St S[rosft S
TTTEREOT T M ae il ST 9l gl
(20%) et @ & < AT garETg 1 Fae F | 941 Jerarst f fFrwaar & aiRomar— (1)
T I FAT YaTar Heiia dafy & fiaw @R 207 dgq BT gaicargd &7 A &3 § A
AT &, a1 ot ad it geaa (i 1 ¥en) 7 Tremm, e Myt sata #7 sifaw e oft arfee
7, AT &2 9% & TF 99 0l AT AT I T (THHITAT) T 2% A& T 9T 4T 1 A
XA o TorT ST R 3T &A1 AT &9 F qariord = Srusm
EHAF: 29 @797 F FI971 # [T, 77 #7 T F I89T T FFiT 7 UF [B707 [ Tgi7 % &7 F
4T STTOIT ST UF 7T F1 U1 < A18 F &F F [47 o
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7. T @91 #F1 J7qH1-1 F 77 9% [FEfatad sqgat 7@l o, s

|
(fa137w 8 #1 39-1Af797 (2) 3F)

ST e LY Y ToreT

S HATS HO Y AT F A0 TAF ATg AT STqF AN & g FR7 grea Tfdr i omr = e g
AT T ST -

.9, | ST e Ty T o

1. 71T aNfe AThe § = dl AIHH STHAH HE&AT, TR ATdhe H 39 A1g | fAaes *
i ITATHTA 6l fEd H&AT & i Taad & FH g qI HiesT ok i
HAHATS Aqad § TAT F AT ==, IT ATE TTA STHAHT AT ok il 2T,
TRIE HTehe | I AT | A< & A1 STHITHISA 0l SEd HEAT & [0 & ara<
KL

2. 71T TWTe AThe | oA T ATTHH ITHIHT AT, TR Alehe H I AIg § faa<® &

i ITATHTAT 0T ST HEAT % ST TTAAT & FEL AT ATeH g AT h1osT o
T ‘g 3 ST g

- (1) TF A1g | e & aing STARTe 67 sfed gear £t qoET == Ffa=ei f sqg=i-vil &
21 w2 fafer & & srosn

(2) =9 F Torw AT TRt &1 AT =9 AT i s EEn- VI & w2 fafer & i strostn

8. W& fafa=Ht &t sre=t-VII  forw, fMeferfed st staeenfua S STostt, st -

“STTET VI
(@A77 14 & 37131777 (1) 57 (3) 3G)

TR STHIRRT g R

&: AT ATl % [ATTH G THIE Al AT FHAA STH ATAT A1 S Thi bl TS STHIHT
geqT e

e =7 9 CL
F.1 = AT o F ATTEF STHHTA 6T 0T FEO-1 37 q0-2 F ST, TF A48 § A a1
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TS Ih A AT G, ST T ATHAT BT, F STHTHT T TUET 7 a0 HwTer FT T AT STATRTSAT
Y T T T 9T & forw fRF % 19:00 = | 23:00 I F = &S AT ST

AN 1- T-AT-F1E AT o (10 ATTHE ST 01T

Fo [T FT | qrg w73 R Ay | W F 149 oA | ww F 219 faw | "we w28 F i | Swer v @l
. |9 e F| AT W & | A WA F | AT WA F | STERRAET
SqerTS Ay | STWRREN AT | IUWIRrr Ry | SudreRe AT
M | @) 3) 4) ) (6) (7)=[(3)*+(4)+

(9)+(6)1/4
1.
2.

T 2- T AFAT o goh o (o0 STHITHT ITIAT

Ao |Gt | TAE T AT | qrg F 74 | W F 4% W ¥ 217 | ®ie & 28 | TR
Tolgy  wr | TR fq gy ¥ (R oax ¥ | RAoaF ¥ |Re gy x| T

— T AH STATA | STAETA | ST | ST | ST
A T A T A T F T T
(1@ (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8)=[(4)*(5)
+(6)+(7))/4

G : STHIHT 96T RUTe I AmHat #, R T o &1 Aae i g

R &7 wgam: ELF

TRie AThe:

G1: 99 TdE % FIRT F 0 ST AT =9 o [olT JTHee STSIhT ST ¥ TUET 36 SIqgHT & qreoT
1 % T | AT AT |

G2: TN(E AThe H AT ITHAH AL HT 38T H&AT I q0ii-3 & &l ¥ 77 718 § A a1 T
TR STATTHT SMETE T T&AT T AT ehTer ¢ 1 36T ST Seas F ainT STHIRT e it #ear
et wmaer 3 forw f29 % 19:00 =5 7 23:00 =57 F &= &1 i SITuaf|

IO 3- ThE AThe | TF Hald 4 Sied dihd STHITHT e
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TS T

g F 79 &
aferr  ST=hT
AT T AT

qE * 14 7 fa=
CIERIECE R 1 T
T T A0TAT

g F 21 9 fa=
T TR
LT T T0TAT

g *F 28 9 faw
aferg  IT9IRT
AT =T TOTAT

g T afEr Sude
LT T ArEq T

©)

®)

(6)=[(2)+(3)+(4)+(5)I/4

G3: A % KISl Lo I AT % 2T % [T [AIe AThe § ST a9 e 21T JiFT % drad aimg
IAHITHT SATLTL AT T ST |

ferogfy:

1. el Fereit % T & aserrear B a8 R ST S AT e 3 R ST greT S
TATH I 9 T AF 2 21T Fi § Teh ITHITHT T R

2. OTE A g T TAATT o A7 T-Here T L0 wrHe § SHe &l AT

9. = Faf=aT & T =-X % a7g, Maferd ST aET sia:eamiaa it SITusr, sie-

“FTLAT X
(fAfaT 20(% 33)
IO 1 @ TEATR (TETT 3T FaeT) AT Sedamaae (Tgaea ffeen) R{ffaw, 2017 F y@uHr &
e F fore it gaveme i g
At | R A gdTeT #i srfdwaw i (Q)
()
TIH X IeT | IS H I09T A
FA T <
g F: F AT I & g A
4(3) | FEATTESTT Serelt o faaeent & qreT= aTier T/ aTaT 25,000
4(4) | FEATTESTT Selt o faaeent & qrer=r ST Tl Fara 25,000
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7 | T A F AU wEE g A STHASE | el Sarat 25,000
STETE T TRT

8 TS A=t & faavs gy 92y Aq:age R GIEG 25,000
STETH T TRT9

16 | ATaw G TeF T wAd & WFHd § | qrHel/ =araHr 25,000
TEd;

= A==t & wTag™ w1 9w SeE
Y =AqAl & TARHI GRT HaH FAHASA
TEITT ok TR H Gatad YraeTT o g,
AT Zeal e | g1 2

18(2) | ToiweifMe TR WTes ® I« hf A1 | TR/ Fqrae’ 25,000
At F wewy T Iudesy gdT Tefifae
IAT T TAFEIAH TATH T2 § TH avg o
Taqr & uw gt | BT o wmor oAy
RS ==t 7 U 91 AT geieta B

ST

19 | ®ET SETATEA T fEeT TSt/ Faraet 25,000

20 | ALATA ATERTE FT T AT 6 LA TRt Fara 25,000

g @: 39 fa<hia garemge & forw Rffaw

6(1) | THTCHI ERT T-SAT-HE AT 9T el T 25,000 1,00,000
FfaTd Torsher

18(2) | Terreifash THTRAT Tge & =elt i1 g Th 25,000 1,00,000
AN =9 e Uah g ©I19 92 fa@re

18(3) | Tl FTAFH T2 | =l i AT I 25,000 1,00,000
faq¥or Aea® 9¥ IUASY TAF oA AT 39 &
foro s fafore =wer gear R

18(4) | Tl FIEAFH T2 | =l i AT I 25,000 1,00,000

B oy Thfesw 3= = = T smEtea
T =\ qa< & Faesw T =0 a7g & Aded
T ATG & F7 T FH Uk 99 I Aq( qF Al

FIAT ST AT, T T IHH TEqF Hi=d gl

7) fa<fiw gacaTeT I F Seed ¥ Ao WiewH stmed F Amd ® Ftter: Faeant 1 39w
STHIHT-SATLTT & SATLTE T a1 AT STUAT AT BT garcares i @y e F7 ez #= f&w 1w
et &t Aoft 3 e 9% fFT ST (FaraH/ aomet S R ST #w grEw):
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IOt 2 : AT wrewi Aaed it Aot i w3 it & fg fashie garmes

e &t Aoft | STHIHT STET AT R gaTe (THS) F iy
T 30,000 & w7 srfaras THET TTT9r T 10% a1+ 0.1Q
et 30,000 # 1,00,000 F = Sfersha® THST T &1 25% AT 0.25Q
HETH 1,00,000 & 10,00,000 &= | stfershas wHST T0f9r %7 50% I+ 0.5Q
=T 10,00,000 # =rfarh srfarae THET TIT9r T 100% AT Q

) i gaIcaTes AT % WS & THTGHT % A TSt Sl & GTHe § avfieh<or: STETCR & JTH H,
o< gareames &1 gt 59 39t f wFia F srae 97 fBFar sTon e o seeee @ @ g
FATT AT a8 T A9 gl AT WI-T-TAT (THET) ==, S7 fof = f&am 137 8 (Famast / qwwet S o
ST &l BIEHY):

qreoft 3 : yETGHT & forg Rfia gaiemew

% % g9y ¥ SeweA THST T T
THETT ~eTel srferaa TwSt T &1 50% =T 0.5Q
q =TT SAfersha® THST 9T T 100% I Q

T) SqET-XI F greofi-1 § qug @ % siavg steafaa Bffgat & @ & sfes et % 7 ¥,
TAATH IeAdd il AT & AT TUT 6 sA(F H TTEHLT FUL Ifoatad (a7 garcaTgs v & AT,
Fvg TR I ATGATT ATATTH 1997 % TTALTHT o SATATT TTTEFHTOT FIXT hT ST ATAT TohelT 3T+ Hars
T TTaGe TATE ST faT 3f=a Frars e i faeRrier 7 ahar 2|

H) UF LT * FEa¥ Ieerad & JTH § AT U Joorad e TTEHTor FRT 3906 T 6 forg &F T8
-7 F aw S TG0 AT SAar §, ¥ AqIT & e § uger ¥ g Ay iy garwT ®
AATAT, Tge o faet & forw ofa f&m 27 goime =9 i e fa= & srfers faat & forg wi fee 9= geie
T T A AT g Rt ST, et o sraer § A<y s & sifaw aria & 6t o)

%) =9 Fqg=t # [ART T o, BfRaw 15 F su-RFaw (1) == R 4% % sudgt s gafad @t
FT

AT THTE ATeT, Ti=a
[FAsTTo-111/4/347./1266/2024-25]
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feroqoft 1-—- v AR sfergEaT g@r 21-4/2016-frizhue faaiw 03 AT+ 2017 (2017 &7 1) TRT
JERTTrT o0 I 9

feoqoft 2---- e et i srferg=ET "@ear 21-6/2019-Aueiue famis 30 srFzav, 2019 (2019 F#T 7) F
HqTEH & Fertera BT T

feroqoft 3---- wip Rt & srfarg=ET Her 21-5/2019-duzHuyg At 01 =&, 2020 (2020 FT 1) %
AqTEAH & 0 Ferrfara T )

feroqoft 4w Rt i srfarg=ET e smest-1/2/(3)/2021-d = (2) fTmiF 11 57, 2021 (2021
T 1) o QAT & T Forrtera fohar 2m

feoqult 5---- @ F=ET A7 ATaRg=AT " AT Asit-1/2/(2)/2022- e (2) faqt® 22 9997, 2022
(2022 =T 2) o AT & AT FeOITera FhaT T3

feoquft 6---- s fafaaet Fir stferg=aT /e sit-1/2/(2)/2022- FuzHtuy (2) famis 14 fdey, 2023
(2023 FT 4) F |TLAH | ART Ferrrera = m)

feroquft 7---- ST A9 TEATE (THT ST Fae) HaT Sedamdaed (TSHae Heen) (F5T T9le)
R, 2024 (2024 FT 4) F IZLAT 3T FTLUM 6T SATEAT FAT Bl

ATEYTcHS AT9A

o= ST gy

1. R e A TiEEwao(qTgEyT) T T R Ud hEad el 89 6 AAedd (A &l
qEATHET T2 F o qermst whhar & 92rq &G 03 719, 2017 &1 90 AHam=F e+ &7 afeg=a

fFam & Fae ST qedeh & T R Se 0 & w0 I AEeT® gl TAT o1 & § Hafortad
< araer o AfH = i g

. TEAN (AR TF  Fad) HaT0  (Aear)  (UgHad JoTerdr)  Sfw ereer, 2017
(3T smaer 2017);
i TEHAT (THTOT UF Fa) qaT0 FTHISE (THaa Jorrterdr) fEfe=s, 2017 (sa:saee
&fF =, 2017);
ii. TEAN (TR UF FEd) TG0, g4 A qOEdr 7 ITFHT G0 (TgHad  SOrTierd)
fafa=e, 2017 (F&T &t ETT [EEE, 2017) |
TEF 1%, SULIRE &l [AAIAT oY SF S3er 7 TRH €9 ¥ T % &9 § Harid a1 S|
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2.

gTATToh, FTIAT AT o HIEOT TEATEAT THA-HHT F T T FT AN Al (63T ST FHT| AT
I AT AETE 3T AT qaig ATATAT | FAT ST F oI & a1g, ‘g faeis 29 fTEaw,
2018 & WAl 3Tl AR[fes &7 | di [eieont 7 37 &= % forg @A @ = 7 T a3 & 959
S| & & ST TAT §3AT 3T @0 H A ATl Gadd| & s9d gu, Ig S@Tara® o7 & 2
FeIT q9EATY g1 gl 2l

T 2017 & FEATAIT & I AT T {ZT % TH1ETT & o7, Iy F 3t=q e & aw
R 01 ST, 2020 1 faffams g 2017 # Faforfera dengst #1 sfergfa fram s &
et 01 St==dY, 2020 #r ffFamwe g 2017 & Faferfaa derreamt v srfag e B

F. LEAR (TR T Fad) HATG (A73aT) (T3Ha [Beed) SR (AT e smaer, 2017 SR+

Teree sraer 2020)

g, TEAT (T TF Faed) HAT0 Tachaaerd (Tgead o) (FaT |eree) &faas, 2017

(et wemrae AR, 2020)

T, TEAR (TR U Hae) FAT0, HGT 1 [Orar i ITHHT G0 (Tgeae o) (Feer

Terrere) fafaw, 2017 (Far it e Ferew &A=, 2020)

TEE 12, SULIH GTEAT H Aad T § "errterg ar= 2020' & &9 § Fa(9q g1 STusm|

4.

T, FRTaTeht T Feltee &= 2020 T AT &1) T2 &8aT o (TTEUE), Al &t ==f % form
THHTUE 3T SreaTiorsd Tertree o Haard Hfaa gi=r 2020 F Traer=i &1 e a1 e
FAA FSLA (TATSSIENUE) ¥ o7 F e Ig AT | FArdr & = gretife, =vg T &
AR 3g =ITAT & FARH AT % 18 79 2020 H e any fwar =@ am &= 12
TATE, 2021 F AU SHATAH FE H, AT IF ~ATITAT 7 SF FqTe araer, 2020 FT g7 vy
T FIMLAT T TR L@

TEE 1T 2, TS, TATAH o 317 Ragmeant 7 fz anfzrar (ver) dw=ar 116/2020 i 399 2 07
HATHAT % ATLAH F AEAAT a0 I ATATAT Figd AT IF AT | ST F9rer smaer 2020,
ATEITS Femee fEAfaaw 2020 i Fgrug Tered fafaae 2020 F &= sraemi & =T &1

A Fie 37 =TT 7 TA T 30 S, 2021 F 9 i F qreqw F TR Ferree saer 2020
*F ©T 3 % IT-EE (3) F O LT § I 6l T SHEd T %0l 9 Hl BIghe GIEd gi=m
2020 ¥ F9dT FT ILHL @I

e IF AT & ATHRRATS § TG & AT qarg Aamad § @ At Art=e
(THETAdT) TTAT F, FEH AT 3g AT FiF & f@qiE 30 S, 2021 F [t #i A &
TS| TH AT T GAATE AT qatg =Araad g7 @9 18 snrmed, 2021 Fr & T greif,
TR Ty =TT G h1S FAH TE Al af s

T dT8 fadrh 15 Har, 2022 &1 ATERTRITAT § THUAHT qTIH A4 % o0 AT 497y
TATAT | GARATHAT e FohaAT| SHT 3T AT AT 7 THUAT aTIH A il SATATT T2 %0f
s fReferfea st oifia B

TGO FATHETT TTMHFIT FTTT [T ST & FIXT GIRS &1 A1 &1 FITT % TH1 T o 7@ 7T 51"

1 https://main.sci.gov.in/supremecourt/2021/15611/15611 2021 2 11 33436 Order 15-Feb-2022.pdf
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9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

= 19, I @A gU & AT S A F T I AEAT qarg AT G Al i

TEd et &f T2 R, wferweor 7 fGmi® 12 sraeaw, 2021 & o+t s\t F7 us 9 Jr B,
S AT T S 5T a4 T U H9NtAT &=r 2020 F graamt #7110 At F ofiaw
ATIATAT FA & (U gl TAT | TROUMTHEAET, AT TR 7 HATred gi=r 2020 F TITAT
H ATEAYT FT AqT TR Teiamdae AR (TATEAN) T (U T 79av, 2021 # w5 o+t
FaHTZEr T TaRTiera AT o

THE TEET G AU 90 % § TF G g TRAred gs, 97, & 99dl aigd 396
TETH ARIT ST 6 A 20 T T qTg | AT F&T & T2| o § T 91 Dl ATHA FHT
HEeg § HISET ALl FT AT F2d g, 12 797 (YT 718) & FfaF Fioa are et a3t &1
T | ATET TE@T AT AT Fael U-AT-HTE AT I J97 3T A7) T 36 10 Hemrfera sesmsst &
FTAT AT o7 o0 ST T2 o ol ST H AT THH I T&AT9 HT b 12T

U TRE AUT F F A aTE, ATGEATT F AAT ewiE saed (STHTE), T Fad
AT (TAHTAT) F HAT ST ITAIRT AT T AT AT g0 ST F oy ot ey § 72
T AT AW F4 Y Aot G ST o ATeaw F STAIRTA F1 T 7eq7 § 7% 2 g
H TR LA § 390 ATHA AT ATAT HISAT AT Rl AT I FhAT, et 18 RTeRT a4t
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5% FATFT, SANGTT FTAT % [da<F FIT Jid T8 Iid 715 TId TFET 977 % [aq #ior g #1
FT FIf9T #1 T 18T, 5 FIA1E G4 & st a5 5
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wEHe, AT 97 Y oe g 19 & et o syare & g 9 F fore v aa-aurasft
F w7 § [Raiia frar S =2, S8 uauest g0 Y9 & 91 &9 AT @ 81 9T 2y,
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114.

115.

116.

RERL

117.

118.

119.

120.

TEAT A9 [F9T 9 & TRAT AT I 60 AHard «F F 97 9 § orfaer & s
Ty T Ter foFa ST =R

TR TTHRAT % T 9T U 7 o= 7g o1 & wrgfaT 1 Aeeras aiid § T gadr |§
asft Rt & forw wrfeawa i fRar § o agar 9wl greits, I wrRfEas Fad
=faa &=t § £ g i St 8, 97 72 At g # g w1 gt 81 7 Raurat 7
T 7 TEqd (AT & I FRS A 92 s AT Tol ¢, T STI1er & S qiha ITeh Tael 3T
TS St F forw shwer: 20 G S 40 TH w1 FS ook Tga AfUE g ST qew o7 gre
TETEE % o0 U Faa & 9§ &1 F:i7am g

e 97 RaumF T weqa fFFar & 7 BfRaw gem & @ wxa g, aaf, atw fama &
SITAT g, AT STHTCHRT GTRT &1 ST aTel HIHat o get afgd qauadr § o7 9y fFFar ser =R,
TAT TH HaA STUTAT FIT TG ST AT hiST 8o 6 Gael H gl Al AR AT ST 96T g,
srart R @ feawor arifRurfast d= a2 @y T =R

TITHET TRAT o FT g aemenl 1T oA<h [T AT U o+ fo=me a8 o1 & it ¢o 12
FAATT HIHT FT TR TGT AT AR

FEST g7 AT AT ITqT TAAAT TATANT THehiH il HTHT 77T 6 FT §5 &, Sl 5ae
T TATT Hd @l aqar ditia o srfafew == awar & oo sfafes [aer i smaegesar
gt 81 RfRee vgdae feew (Fuus) F FEiaad 7 39 a4 & @91 &l w6 g8 a6 77 Hi7
3T 81 SUUH % FEATEA & 978 THUHAT TehiH TL ITASH Al 0l 9edT | i g2 gl A
T IT STUTAT I AAAT Bl THIT AT &, TS0l I8 TTEhl FIT /AT BT gl "HiST g 39
STAT T AT 1T &, Ieht 07 STV % A 9309 q5l gl ST, Ig STIisl 1 a7 g I+
g UH A9 T TETT FIA (70 T I H7, SrEeht T STARTe g afers a8
STt 81 s AR sfiT = SeArstt i T FA o ATE, TR w7 = o1 fF s

[ AT Tl IHERTT a1 il SAELTHAT &, FTHRL 3 ATAAT H STET TTgeh AT =T ¢ AT
TEAHTE T 9o T2 U Ha7 e v 72 o)

TTTAROT T AT9AT § o Ff% T8 g0 Sdie &l 9 =\ 9 77g <F Afgwaq S&iad
FEST g T HAT FeT & ST 7, a7 &= 37T I TAHT Al THAT gl ThaT &, ST &7 &
2T & 781 g1 Tl g1 TEqATY, TH TIL I i< Qe =l HIHbT Al gers ST Tl gl

STTErRoT 7 I AT /AT ¢ T ATHamee &= F7 93 a=1" % o, S 6 9g= & Iqurd o
FST oo | FHT FeThd w3 arer AT a7 gem ™ 1 9%6d1 § i UF g @ g [fee
TFaT ST F%haT 81 9EET, AR STE ATwe § AT o\ & forg arfas geeqar 39 /g §
fara¥e & 3fraa A TS ST F S Taad | F:7 g, T THE [T HIS 9 HT e
T HHRAT § ST AQ S(Ie ATehe H el =99 o o ATfees geegar S sidea & sfee a7
I FLAT g, AT i gLea T ' Fa gl AT Ul

Tg T o ART g T EET =Jqat & FAEd F3 3 THT Fa & oy Sorer g1 TRt
T S ATAT SRR § agd sTfasd (AT g1 ITEsor 7 77941 § % SRR qeer
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FIEFTT T TTATRT FLA T ATTLTFAT gl THF AATAT, TAST AT Tga< TUETT AT A T 3G
T AT T STATHISA Al Sga< [Oadl aTd oaqd 997 FT T gArcAligd T gFdl gl
TEAATE, T T AAAT g T =57 % orw 9afa Tres T8 S e |Ja7 [Faid i s
qFdT 8, ATg dg TAel, THST IT Fle d+T gl SULRE & HeASY, Sedadaed A ad 2017 %
a7 Faf aa/agg=T | o S Ferred e 1w )

121. siq:Egee Affaw 2017 % e 8 & su-fafaaw (2) F sqam, shfasw ==t % fFaws
g i wrg wta arge i vast 39 % forg =fua it S aret FwRe fi i s S T
Ater AT gIMT, Ttk eefifas 39t  foraeas grr vid |41g I a1es afa v=t == % forg
T A I ATt FRS B fT T2 FTei T T afew 98 grih fIEiw 01.01.2020 F
TLTET % AT, TEHOr F STien & o 9fd vEet == Y 778 9% 9 @09 (4 a9
&) e Srdrer & oo uft v=Et S=er afa A1y o o w9 (8 @t w9) it wiRer Fire et
e 1 afa ares afa w8 uF 39 F o vwe FRS B (F1 39 vEE, =St a1 w
HT ZT) I TgAA o [oIT, TIIEHI0 § AT SHa Tgfd T STINT AT 37 UHet i uast
FATAT T AT HIS[ET BT I 3T THST S TAST SAASTT AqAT il FoT AT Hl e |
@A gU T qLIHI | THT 9T o0f, ST fo fReferfe &

F.  THASH! G ATHT THS! AI¥ TAST cATTASIT Al 0l Tl AT (T4 2024 TF)
g, T SIEIUA IEdl Y THUHSA T YT TSl 3T U=l o lfas o=l %l Hel

e

THT qTE, T o T =l T A1 ST [ il T AT %0l TUET FIA o6 o0 AT 3iEd

TG T ITART 3| 7g 9y 1347 & 9fa == afa ares afa #41g FR 9w 22.71 99 7 25.96
T T foe-foe o ofiT wia =9 9fa 71 RS g it 97 4.54 a1@ w99 | 5.19 91 w9
e ferer-fore o

122. 38 FAATT, TIFHIT F I == 9fd I 9fd ATe 25 T8 & tfees FR g Meaifia a8t

T &, et stfereraw =T 5 @@ =93 Wia 99« I 778 (ITg 99 UHSl, TFeT 7 &g o7 T
gh) Bl T |7 srfesan iy (=it ) R ST UF TEE w1 UH SHOie w qid A"
ST A T ATTITFHAT g1 AT, A af STUTAT TN AU ST TRAT Fwg, AT 2l

123. ITYH F & § T@d g, AT # ITh e anter 60 1w g1 gratles, arsie & A
T AL TET SATUIT, TAT 3T 07T 92 00 o geaard 9¥ A= Fhar s
HIS[ET ST IS GHATAT T AT F TS STATSH F WShHIH § A9 HT geHT
124, ST Fa AT 2017 F 9
“Q. HT-TIITT THAIAT & FF1ET TTHTT JTTLTH.— (1) T I2I7A730 F [T 3797 aoft da-aaraT
FHAITI #1 T F1 [ATGT &F § Jeqd FI7T J173917 7.
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“10. JG9RF FIX SAMAoTT G791 # [FaF & A9 JF-GII07 qGaaiar.— (1) T2 78T oAl
AT o Toraeen & g7 o i@ Eare quaATar U {647 39 9 39l & (#9e Y& Jai w0

(2) Atfast ==et &1 #wr5 oft g Ta yarF F qary orfea siaansy ausar o faar G
TETEH o O ATl T [&Aa<or gt Hal”...
“10 (14) TIF THILE HISET ATHATSH THATAT Sl THIH H Tg A Ao =aqal & [aaiem & a1
T AT R S e AT FO
FOd o THF HIS@ET FATHASH FHATAT il FAH 7 qE § 79 F w7 915 o a5
IS ==t & e &1 797 forfaa siaagree aw=tar w2 T g=ar o
THE FAATAT T AT ArAen= AT AT € O 7T gt WiS@Er A Ee qwar S a9ty F ugd
TAT AT HATST THATT F2A | AFA T2 8, AT THEF HIS[&T S HATST THATAT il T q¢
AT =Sl o (ot T 1TasTd =\l & [Aaaeeh il TAsd Al HLTUI:
THE FAATAT T2 AT Taee g T sefifast ==at &1 fAaees oo dIs@Er ST a0 GHA T 6f
AT T AT & Ugg [&F T8 I F8 | AT ATl 9T Shid 6 ATEAH & qTgahi &l gred
FATI-
(F) ST HIS[ET S HATSTT THATAT ol THTH 1 LG AT
(@) AT ST HATSTT AT § J39T w2 | e g v Rafa § sfifese ==t & fret &

10 (15) shfas St @1 @ oft foaee, var efifas St &1 | /gt wam, e oo G
THIE & SAaS 9l & a2 & o0 eqere I g3 8, UH TOE & a7 orfeq siaagmse
Ta=ar o faem”

“10(21) TSI =\t FT TAH oaeaw, THH G AT oA TTasiT Sl I THd FT &

oI, =T QTSI q9ATar i THIE | 98 U 7497 forfed sia:a g e aHsiidr S

Ford o efifas ==ent &1 foaes, fEemme T austar ft qama fr Aty s w9 59
a1s =37 uger, yaTea Fr A7 o s qustar w2 % o arte mm:

T AT Tg fY TraeT g 5 afy g S siaEese qustar £ a9y § ager [9T
ATHIISE qHATAT T H [AFA W@ g, af eotiiasd aqat &7 foaws Gemm daaae
THATAT T THTTH T UH oA TasTT A=Al I TET Tal FE ThdT &

T ForaT ag oft yraeme g afase Sat e G Thfaee 59 #r wafa
Fg I T, I 0 TAfaee =59a F e Gawer & oo suesy g g & 39 e
TS =9 & forw arfees geerar aiaerd afera arse # AT sied JfRT a1 ST &
I Tiaerd o A8 2

THE AATAT T AT Tt g FF afe s=hifasw ==t &1 oA B siasase aasiar fi
AT & FH07 FRET Sefifas 99 & TETd FAT 88 FLd H7 [T oar gl ddggree
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THATAT % Tgd, dg AT HISET Sq:HAST ATl q9Td Ft qEE ¥ U5g & 989, I
FIL | ATTHA AAAT I TR o ATEAH | ATgehl [ Grad HeTl-
(F) I HIS[ET S HATSTT THATAT ol THTH ol LG AT

(@) U ST HATST FHATT § T3 F2 § fawer g £ Rafa § efifasw ==t & Rt *
[ERINEEARSIEAECY

125. - HA A" 2017 it =T 10(14) F ATETE, TAF THILE Tl HISET - Ha o aasrar
1 TuT ¥ uger ey F Ay uH 747 forfd SqEaee ausar A g S afw ey
HISET AT THIISIT THATAT T qHIH & Tl 7997 FT:HASH AT F:39 § [ awe g g, ar
THIE HISET T EAST THAMT Gl FHIH T SeAlasd aqdl & [Fad eeitasd aqadl &
fara<eh T T gl FLTUIT| ZIAT(h, ST :HATSTT THAAT 2017 F¥ a7 10(21) # Ioore v
AT g T woE ST A HiSET SdEAS RSl S gHIE o Ugd UE 947 ferred
A HATSH FHATAT FEAT T == 10 (21) # 9Rr oo B w2 g & afe aese wisger
ST HATSIT AHATAT T THH T T TAT AT HATTT THATAT FeA H [AFT T2 &, T ST
HIS[ET S HATSTT THEATAT Sl FHIH 9T UH oA TSI Sqdll 0 THRT Tgl H2 G g, graiih
AT I AT AT FT THOT a2 qgl FT, Ifa UH Sefifasa 94 & e foqeor &
o Suetey TEd ¢ i 39 A9y sefifas ==« & forg arfere aeegar gfdera erire arhe #
AT SrEd AT ATEH ST o S 16 TIaerd & e g

126. TErHeT 9 (1) 7 germel F O uE g2y =9 g am

T 23. SIS 3 ATHATZHA AETRT FIT & G4 H, FI7 FAF A7 1151 FIqaT #FT 31 THI1d
& UgT AT ST TTITT FHAIGT F J39T F37 7 [3%7 5 &, al FIqaT Tq-aqia7 [@17997 7 T8
JTTETT & 13 T17 767 7T GHAIAT § G359 F37 7 @57 5 &, ar ST (31 SAFTT F77 F1
THTRT FIAT 77 71 F7T, TI7 UF SANGAT T & @7 [Fa<0r & (77 FUTeE 75 & AT 3
ZANATT F7eT #F [T TIAF G&eqdT T(A9T ST 7132 § q1a% Sied aizd TgF et #
FIeT FrAorT & St &1 F7 20 IIGoT F 39 [F125 giaera #1 aHier #1 sraeq#ar 52 J1= &7,
ar S & qIfEF ST aiFa G SET FT GIIEd [REfiRa giaera 7 g7 T18T F737
FTT ITT F [T S=ET I2T7 F21”

127. 58 STaTa §, 2 fBaemeant 7 #wgr % 20 wfvea % = [k aftea £ aefrear £ srasmerar 2
T feaaTeant 7 #gT & =0 ¥ § UF qEaret a9 g F1h Tg STIeI 9 ara=1d Hiid 3 Fil0e
FT I FLA T IA1AA STAAT g1 ATEAT H, ITAAT F 3T FAL FHT THTT FLA HT QAT a1
et U EET ATRUN ZIATTr, 30 ToF | TEariad Srdrer a¥ w15 o Uy avey roar ot &9 9
FOT ZIIT ST ST T THTEERT 6 HHE TAeTd e €9 8§ qHhaTHag Ifd § ST 7 3
AT I8 9T & SEg % dg=ag 14 3T Tf=ag 19 F7 Soaad g1 et ofF Sdfrer 1
TETEE G HETRa AT 9T 59 AT & (o7 TSGL Aal (AT ST Tl § ST T (o ag HC

T FT o F(TF TETEE F ITE 3I9 A I THT TOUT FA AT AT A9 Fl SR TT
TG F 10 ST AT FT ITANT FA FT Thiodsh IUTT gl UF T agmea 7 yeqa ar

o STeesetr 1 3297 BHel™ arat &l SaeTiod AT SATHHT FIAT A5l 8, diod ardl G 9%
TH THET T&F FAT gl SHh AATET, AamAT geastd HiHa giaT aigq ST STEvemor
gfefRafaat & forw sfera geT A1eu, et 38 AEs s gd & (oU aea® q=1 JA1ar 2|
SIS OX TTqae TR & FTS1E 0l Taeiiar arfed gr Jahdt g, e Svg Tl & araer
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TFAT ISTET T Tl gl TH a3 & Jidae qd & drage § Mo g, &Fow s
AR 14 (T & qHT FHEAT) 3T A== 19 T AT Iete Hedl|

128. T Ragma 7 #igr & I8 o T %8 & S  Bar & s g 3 T8 grT saam
TEOINT TFaT ST |ehaT 8 F i UHT S9TaHT g1 Ohdl & o STsT % seerser w0 wv
fAoaTiad F3 3fT Srow A=l F ST % ¥ LT F o Iuersy o § o7 Fam & ar7a
Fle THILE SHE d18 I qY h [o[0 HiLST ¢eah HT SWIATT FLA 6 o0 qITT 7 &l 3T TH a3
Frfrat v Rt AT FRS oo F A7 A9 fAahd #AT S W@ F O geey gmT a2l =
FT U =T § & UF ag o7 T =9 o 7 G99 F7 QAT STE1 ALY ST Fwad e md
o HEATET AT RAfadi |, AIgasT I AT FL & (o0 gEqerT FT Tl g o 987 THh
T F TAA FL| TF 7 FAga 7 FgT T A FO02 6l FHIE & 918 H7 9qe IqeTeel
F 3 form Sfer o7 s U AT i ger R S AR

129. T o= T I8 It T g SIdrel U= ST 7 UF da1a93F Giaae g, REd T80t & oy
FrE T o A2t 7, w78 AR e #7 uF o7 fég a9 1 9u ww § gar
FIA § TR o AT | AT 0l TETA H2 o [oIT STV 98 39 ag o et off Seraer &
FTE AFTLTFRAT T2T B

130. T Raams 7 gzma faar & w9 siwet saeas g #9ith UTgd &l Il ToAdl & (a1 af
TFATT ISTT T=AT gl FF forawrad ot 8 o STiiet s=mees 99« 98 € ad g1 36 AFAl
FEATS % TGATE ATEH T Hle AT Tl gl TFh AT AT ATge Hr STareqr it a47 9% T8l
AT AR, AT T FEhl 92 6= F2d gu, 10% T FF AHST M1 Fid H7 AT
& Sar 8

131. T o= Tgaama® F Fer & Srdver & afg argwt it 20% AT UF Jgd a7 d+87T* g 37
FATARTE Al gl Tet HedT | &1 Al % HeASY UF dgd Ad 260 =3 & o o,
faferer wrareti/Aferi/@nT i srafaswarst e F q2asT 39 AT F 6 FAT GFA 2l
qHAT gl ST, TF SATer TATIATET HIHT F9T5 ST AT T ST STIVSAT 3 T qTgeh ST
5% & STTa T2 BT Tl gl

132. W v Raames F qerre oo & g e et =aei % g #6r afqerd SenT-oe T g1
TqHAT g 0T A=Al & T 3% HIHT a0 6| U Gagns 7 q2ra f&3r & 20% = a7 &
TR TET ATAT AT, gTeAitr, FAfre &= & arg &= 3=t & o a8 dear (997 g1 asdt
§ FIIh & =l & (o7 FH AT 297 g Al IHIE g

133. RAGTH & UF o7 a9z 7 0T &t T [fde wiaera # G oft serree #t srasaswar 7&1 g fiT
qTiere SEd G U1 e &7 [Aaiid Ifaad 20% & & § a910 @1 [T A0 UH
a7 RRagm® 7 weqa har & 20% & stfers i Afcy Sar &t ToET g 6 7gHT # =@ a
T & ATETE ol SATHT AT

g

134, ST HAS =TT 2017 F AATE, S &f TFET =\ & o ATiEe 9ae9d1 39 7514 § 2T30e
qThe § faaew & Ed aihT T ST & 19 Jaerd & aerae J7 399 ATeH af Il &,
FST 9T ST 31 SITAT gl TaqaTe, Ue fofa #, Ua STIst UH oI Tade =9 &l ST W@ %
T =g g1 81 9Far g, [T =7 &, 59 Aiehree” F a9 U AT HATAT THATAT § LT FT
TET 211 greAith, JfF zaw a2t gt § Sushtet 9% gfasger yore 29, gafery Srfier #r a8
areer foa ar 8 B afs oF shfasw 9= % e faawor & o saersy €, i 39 @
S =A% o AT Jaeaar Iiaed aale AThe | AT S| iehd JTgah g &
A wicrera & ATere g, AT o SA TSI Aot &l THIT HLAT 9% F FHL| THAY, STAHTA 6 (gd
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H U8 ==t & e f [iawar gEtad &= % oo, st w7 fBEmw g & o od # i
ZETAT Aol ST HHaT 2

Rfw Femme

135.

136.

TEeT 97 (H1Y.) H RaaTw ¥ 9@ = 6 #9969 I9r g0 SR e, S HAST
e =i qaT sprar @A F B o yEdE # Seem oS i fufa § B
ZATHTEA TRITAT SITHT AT U Sve AW e ddl & (o0 AT garcargs il 1197 F qrT-ar
AT o [T THF ST HAT TTAT G (Heiied a0 6 Sia< Sqarad 7 67 S 6t fFafa §
TIMT S aTer Rt off sfafier A gareames & [y s F oo of w21 mm aomet

o (HTY.) § 3210 U qE, BTt | 9T TatRaT & 89T STyt & fEgwer & oo
FOAT €., ST TEAT (FET ST FaeT) HaATU (312a7) (Tgaad [Heen) TR (JTAT gerree)
ATe9T, 2024 (2024 FT 1) F SATEATHF ATIT HT T2 |

=T gaTcaTed o  I2eT §, VT o e 3har & siaqagree fafa=m 2017 (Fenfa)
* faffew % Fg Ioo=w U9 F Ba/=ee fr garfad w2, aaia smaErtas gy,
TAET TIAeqe T T TATIAT Fee SATE STE Ageaqul TTdded TATT BT Tohd 8| TEIHTE, T F
== fafaaeT & oo & o A garre S UF 3g AT o &7 o o 8 (ST e=1-
X| #¥ areft-1 # 99g-= F siqita sfeated) #0 A arer @Rt % seetaw # o, =i
ST e SaswT Bt i yarfad 92t wa €, fBfT garere i uw ww afa Raiha frag g
(TTLAT-XI T FAO{-1 | qE-F 6 AT IredA@d)| I & HeASE, HETed AT :FIo
e 2017 F fAfee @R, 3fiT 57 Tger Soetee &Y 912 F Soor=d & o s 9w S arer
o=t gaTcTe i T =9 T &

TEEATT (THTI 3T Farel) HAT Seiamnae (Vgdad foreew) fAaffaw, 2017 % e & Sea &

forg fasfiar gdtcae it 7T
| fREw faxfa gdraTe it afdwaw Tf (Q) (2. #)
ST AT IO FA TR | T8 & SoetoT A T
U F: FA fa<hT gaiearg & forg At
4(3) | FEAIES Sl F ARt F AT | qermsd) Srarae 25,000
T
4(4) | FAESH Sl F ARt F AT | qereel/ Saray 25,000
T
7 | Al F fAU wEREE T R | et/ Sarat 25,000
ST HA TSI TEdTd T TR
8 TS A9t & faaes T "2 9W | qurmel/ e 25,000
ST HA TSI TEdTd T TR
16 | Aferaw GaT §oF 3T oA 6 THid | THe/ Fqrant 25,000
H gfiads,
= A==t % TTaeT w1 9O ST
SH T A=Al & THE G 89
SATHATST TEATT o TR T Haterd
T oA 8, T Tt % difia
Tl 2|
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18(2) | Toeeitee TRITRRT TeS & 9ol 6 | TOrHe)/ Fqrast 25,000
T Faaeant F wewid 97 3udsd a9t
TATASH =l A TGRS TR
TES # =9 d9g & @7 o U et |
et f2rore sror & asfy Shfas =wert
T e T AT Tafora & s

19 | HAET TETaTEA 7 fEerer qerast/ Sara 25,000

20 | AT ATEFT FT TEATH AT SHE | qermel/ Jarar 25,000
a|laca|

g @: 39 fa<hia garemgs & forw R

6(1) TETLHRT GTIT Q—FIT-EFI? ATYTT 9T <Al 25,000 1,00,000
£ arfaaT gerwer

18(2) | Zorifee TRRRT MET # AW i 25,000 1,00,000
Al TF AT =99 fad TH ol
o7 97 fa@re

18(3) | T FTRH TEe H AT AT 25,000 1,00,000
AT A @A Jead . 3ude

JAF Ao a9 & forw v fafore
=91 g7 [AfEe FwAm

18(4) | T Frlww e H Sl A 25,000 1,00,000
AT FET: Rt ey sefifase ==

F TF ¢ qafed TT I JaC Hl
e g7 =9 q¥g & sfded #f arie
¥ FH A FH UH a9 6 qaid dh dal
FIAT AT AT, TAG [ ITH TqH
T an

137. 98 &9 &7 A g & fafqaw 15 & su-fafFem (11) siz afaam 4u & aga fB<hT garares
AT F YT 98l & & AiE g1 A= X @fF=e 15 % 3u-fafF=w (11) i @fRaw 4u s
STALTHL &l TATTT Al HT|

138. ST 3 g oo AT T §, F9Ar i gdareres | gefda g7 uw e & faeqa
g s o= 3 for qEa= (SETT ST hEe) FATU (saT) (THEd Reew) SR (AT
TOTTET) 3Mael, 2024 (2024 FT 1) F ATSATHE AT Hl 26| IULH & Teaae, @A o
ST AT AT T T )
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TELECOM REGULATORY AUTHORITY OF INDIA
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 8th July, 2024
THE TELECOMMUNICATION (BROADCASTING AND CABLE) SERVICES
INTERCONNECTION (ADDRESSABLE SYSTEMS) (SIXTH AMENDMENT)
REGULATIONS, 2024 (4 of 2024)

F. No. RG-8/1/(9)/2021-B AND CS(1 AND 3).— In exercise of the powers conferred by section 36,
read with sub-clauses (ii), (iii) and (iv) of clause (b) of sub-section (1) of section 11, of the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India Act, 1997 (24 of 1997), read with notification of the Central Government, in
the Ministry of Communication and Information Technology (Department of Telecommunications),
No. 39,—

(a) issued, in exercise of the powers conferred upon the Central Government under clause (d) of sub-section
(1) of section 11 and proviso to clause (k) of sub-section (1) of section 2 of the said Act, and

(b) published under notification No. S.0.44 (E) and 45 (E) dated the 9™ January, 2004 in the Gazette of
India, Extraordinary, Part Il, Section 3,—

the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India hereby makes the following regulations to further amend the
Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services Interconnection (Addressable Systems)
Regulations, 2017 (1 of 2017), namely:-

(1) These regulations may be called the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services
Interconnection (Addressable Systems) (Sixth Amendment) Regulations, 2024 (4 of 2024).

(2) These regulations shall apply throughout the territory of India.

(3) These shall come into force after ninety days from the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

In regulation 2 of the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services Interconnection (Addressable
Systems) Regulations, 2017 (hereinafter referred to as “principal regulations™), in sub-regulation (1), after
clause (jj), the following clause shall be inserted, namely:-

“(jja) “regulations” means the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services
Interconnection (Addressable Systems) Regulations, 2017;”;

In regulation 4 of the principal regulations, in sub-regulation (4), in item (f), the second proviso shall be
omitted.

In regulation 7 of the principal regulations, after sub-regulation (9), the following proviso shall be inserted,
namely:-

“Provided that in the event an amendment in the reference interconnection offer becomes mandatory
due to any amendment in extant regulations or orders notified by the Authority, the broadcasters and
distributors shall sign fresh interconnection agreements or make suitable amendments to their existing
interconnection agreements, in accordance with the amended reference interconnection offer, as per the
timelines specified by the Authority.”

In regulation 8 of the principal regulations,-

(a) for sub-regulation (2), the following sub-regulation shall be substituted, namely:-

“(2) The reference interconnection offer, referred to in sub-regulation (1), shall contain the technical and
commercial terms and conditions relating to, including but not limited to, target market, rate of carriage
fee per month, average active subscriber base at the time of publication of the reference interconnection
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offer, discounts, if any, offered on the rate of carriage fee, manner of calculation of carriage fee payable
to the distributor and other necessary conditions:

Provided that the rate of carriage fee per channel, per subscriber, per month to be declared by a
distributor of television channels shall not exceed twenty-five paisa and the total carriage fee
payable for such television channel per month, by a broadcaster to a distributor of television
channels, shall, in no case, exceed rupees five lakh:

Provided further that a distributor of television channels shall calculate the carriage fee amount
for television channels as per the provisions specified in the Schedule I, which shall change
with the change in monthly subscription percentage of such television channels.”

(b) after sub-regulation (8), the following proviso shall be inserted, namely:-

“Provided that in the event an amendment in the reference interconnection offer becomes mandatory
due to any amendment in extant regulations or orders notified by the Authority, the broadcasters and
distributors shall sign fresh interconnection agreements or make suitable amendments to their existing
interconnection agreements, in accordance with the amended reference interconnection offer, as per the
timelines specified by the Authority.”

6.  After regulation 20 of the principal regulations, the following regulation shall be inserted, namely----

“20A Consequences for failure to comply with the provisions of the regulations by the broadcaster
or distributor.— (1) If any broadcaster or distributor of television channels, as the case may be,
contravenes the provisions of the regulations, it shall, without prejudice to the terms and conditions of
its license or permission or registration, or the Act or rules or regulations or order made or direction
issued thereunder, be liable to pay the financial disincentive specified in Schedule XI, as the Authority
or an officer authorized by the Authority, as the case may be, may by order direct:

Provided that in a calendar year the maximum financial disincentive levied, shall in no case exceed
two lakh rupees for all the contraventions of regulations mentioned under Group A in Table 1 of
Schedule XI:

Provided also that in a calendar year the maximum financial disincentive levied, shall in no case
exceed five lakh rupees for all the contraventions of regulations mentioned under Group B in Table
1 of Schedule XI:

Provided also that the maximum financial disincentives imposed on a service provider for all the
contraventions in a calendar year shall not exceed five lakh rupees:

Provided also that no order for payment of financial disincentive shall be made by the Authority,
or an officer authorized by the Authority, unless the broadcaster or the distributor, as the case may
be, has been given a reasonable opportunity of representation against the contravention of the
regulations observed:

(2) The amount payable by way of financial disincentive under these regulations shall be remitted
to such head of account as may be specified by the Authority.

20B Consequences for the failure of the service providers to pay financial disincentive within
the stipulated time.— (1) If a service provider fails to make payment of financial disincentive
under regulation 20A within the stipulated period, it shall be liable to pay interest at a rate which
will be two per cent above the one year Marginal Cost of Lending Rate (MCLR) of State Bank of
India applicable as on the beginning of the Financial Year (namely 1% April) in which last day of
the stipulated period falls and the interest shall be compounded annually.

Explanation: For the purposes of this regulation, a part of the month shall be reckoned as a full month
for the purpose of calculation of interest and a month shall be reckoned as an English calendar month.”
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7. For Schedule | of the principal regulations, the following schedule shall be substituted, namely:-

“Schedule I
(Refer sub-regulation (2) of the regulation 8)

Calculation of the carriage fee amount

The carriage fee amount, for each month or part thereof, during the term of the interconnection
agreement shall be calculated as given below:-

Sl Calculation of the carriage fee amount

1. If monthly subscription for a channel in the target market is less than twenty percent
of the average active subscriber base of the distributor in that month in the target
market, the carriage fee amount shall be equal to the rate of carriage fee per
channel, per subscriber, per month, as agreed under the interconnection agreement,
multiplied by the average active subscriber base of the distributor in that month in
the target market.

2. If monthly subscription for a channel in the target market is greater than or equal to
twenty percent of the average active subscriber base of the distributor in that month
in the target market, the carriage fee amount shall be equal to 'Nil'.

Note:- (1) The average active subscriber base of the distributor in a month shall be calculated in the
manner as specified in the Schedule VII.

(2) The monthly subscription for a channel shall be calculated in the manner as specified in the
Schedule VIL.”

8.  For Schedule VII of the principal regulations, the following schedule shall be substituted, namely:-
“Schedule VII
(Refer sub-regulations (1) and (3) of the regulation 14)

Subscription Reports

A: Monthly subscription reports of channels or bouquets to be provided by a distributor of television
channels to a broadcaster.

Reported Month: Year:

Al Monthly subscription of a channel or bouquet shall be arrived at, by averaging the number of
subscribers subscribing that channel or bouquet, as the case may be, recorded four times in a month, as
provided in table-1 and table-2, respectively. The number of subscribers shall be recorded at any point of
time between 19:00 HRS to 23:00 HRS of the day.

Table 1- Monthly subscription for a-la-carte channels

SI.  |Name of | Number of Number of Number of Number of Monthly

the subscribers of | subscribers of | subscribers of | subscribers of | subscription of
channel the channel on | the channel on | the channel on | the channel on | the channel

7" day of the 14" day of the | 21%day of the | 28™ day of the
month month month month

@) ) ®) (4) ©) (6) (N=[3)+(A)+
(©)+(6)]/4

=
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Table 2- Monthly subscription for bouquets of pay channels

Sl. | Name of Name of Number of Number of Number of Number of Monthly
the constituent subscribers of | subscribers of | subscribers of | subscribers subscrip
bouquet of | channels of the bouquet on | the bouquet on | the bouquet on | of the tion of
pay bouquet of the | 7" day of the | 14™ day of the | 21t day of the | bouqueton | the
channels broadcaster month month month 28™ day of bouquet

the month

1) ) @) (4) () (6) (@) 8)=[(4)

+(5)+(6)
+(N)]/4

1.

2.

B: Subscription reports in cases where the transaction of carriage fee is involved.

Reported Month: Year:

Target Market:
B1: Monthly subscription for the channel and bouquet of the broadcaster carried by the distributor of television
channels shall be calculated in the manner specified above in the table-1 and table -2 of this schedule, respectively.
B2: Average active subscriber base in the target market in the month shall be arrived at, by averaging the active
subscriber base count recorded four times in a month, in the manner as provided in the table-3. The active subscribers
base count of the network shall be captured from the subscriber management system at any point of time between
19:00 HRS to 23:00 HRS of the day.

Table 3 —Average active subscriber base in a month in the target market

Type of | active active active active subscriber | Average active
STB subscriber base | subscriber base | subscriber base | base count on subscriber base in
count on 71 count on 14t count on 21 28" day of the | the month
day of the day of the day of the month
month month month
(6) (7 ©) ©) (10) (6)=[(2)+(3)+(4)+

()14

B3: For the purpose of calculation of carriage fee for a channel, the average active subscriber base of all STBs

deployed in target market shall be taken into account.

Note:

1. Each set top box, located at a place indicated by the subscriber for receiving the subscribed broadcasting

services from the distributor of television channels, shall constitute one subscriber.
2. The reports shall be generated in non-editable PDF format, with read only permissions.”
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9.

After Schedule X to the principal regulations, the following schedule shall be inserted, namely:-

“Schedule XI

(Refer regulation 20(A))

Table 1 : Quantum of Financial Disincentive for contravention of Provisions of the Telecommunication

(Broadcasting and Cable) Services Interconnection (Addressable Systems) Regulations, 2017

Regulation

Details

Maximum amount of Financial
Disincentive (Q)

(inRs.)

First
Contravention

Subsequent
Contravention

Group A: Regulations for lower financial disincentive

guide: Channel number once assigned to a
particular television channel not to be altered
by the distributor for a period of at least one

4(3) General obligations of distributors  of Advisory/ 25,000
television channels Warning

4(4) General obligations of distributors  of Advisory/ 25,000
television channels Warning

7 Publication of reference interconnection offer Advisory/ 25,000
by broadcaster for pay channels Warning

8 Publication of reference interconnection offer Advisory/ 25,000
by distributor of television channels. Warning

16 Change in the maximum retail price and the Advisory/ 25,000
nature of a channel: Follow the provisions of Warning
these regulations including but not limited to
the provisions pertaining to publication of
reference interconnection offer by
broadcasters of pay channels

18(2) Listing of channels in electronic programme Advisory/ 25,000
guide: Warning
Placing all the television channels available
on distributors platform in the electronic
programme guide, in such a manner that all
the television channels of a particular
language in a genre are displayed together
consecutively

19 Details of service providers Advisory/ 25,000

Warning

20 Designation of compliance officer and his Advisory/ 25,000
obligations. Warning

Group B: Regulations for higher financial disincentive

6(1) Compulsory offering of channels on a-la-carte 25,000 1,00,000
basis by broadcasters

18(2) Listing of channels in electronic programme 25,000 1,00,000
guide:
One television channel shall appear at one
place only.

18(3) Listing of channels in electronic programme 25,000 1,00,000
guide: Assigning a unique channel number for
each television channel available on the
distribution network.

18(4) Listing of channels in electronic programme 25,000 1,00,000
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year from the date of such assignment subject
to the proviso contained therein.
a) Categorization in _case of Distribution Platform Operators for the purpose of imposing Financial

Disincentive: Distributors shall be categorized based on their subscriber base and the applicable amount of
financial disincentive shall be determined based on the category of a Distributors as given below (except
where warning/advisory is issued):

Table 2 : Category of Distribution Platform Operators and Financial Disincentives for each category

Category of Subscriber Base Amount of Financial Disincentive Applicable
Distributor
Micro Less than 30,000 10% of maximum FD amount i.e. 0.1Q
Small Between 30,000 to 1,00,000 25% of maximum FD amount i.e. 0.25Q
Medium Between 1,00,000 to 10,00,000 50% of maximum FD amount i.e. 0.5Q
Large Above 10,00,000 100% of maximum FD amount i.e. Q
b) Categorization in case of television channels of broadcasters for the purpose of imposing Financial

Disincentive: In case of broadcasters, the financial disincentive shall be determined based on the nature of
the channels for which contravention is noticed i.e. whether it is Pay channel or a free-to-air (FTA) channel,
as given below (except where warning/advisory is issued):

Table 3: Financial Disincentives for broadcasters

Contravention in relation to FD amount

FTA channels 50% of maximum FD amounti.e. 0.5 Q

Pay channels 100% of maximum FD amount i.e. Q

c)

d)

e)

In case of more than three contraventions of the Regulations mentioned under Group B in the Table 1 of
Schedule XI, in a block of three years counted back from the date of latest contravention, the Authority,
besides imposing the financial disincentive referred to above, may recommend to the Central Government to
take appropriate action without prejudice to any other action that the Authority may take as per provisions of
the TRAI Act,1997.

In case of a continued contravention of a provision i.e. a contravention that is not rectified within the timeline
given by the Authority for its rectification, an financial disincentive of two thousand rupees per day for first
thirty days and five thousand rupees per day beyond thirty days, counted from the last date of compliance
specified in the order, shall be imposed besides the financial disincentive already specified in the order for
compliance.

Nothing contained in this Schedule shall affect the provisions of sub-regulation (1A) of regulation 15 and
regulation 4A of the regulations.”

ATUL KUMAR CHAUDHARY, Secy.
[ADVT -111/4/Exty./266/2024-25]
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Note.1---- The principal regulations were published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part 1ll, Section 4,
vide notification No. 21-4/2016-B&CS dated the 3@ March, 2017 (1 of 2017).

Note. 2---- The principal regulations were amended vide notification No. 21-6/2019-B&CS dated the
30™ October, 2019 (7 of 2019).

Note. 3---- The principal regulations were further amended vide notification No. 21-5/2019-B&CS dated the
1t January 2020 (1 of 2020).

Note. 4---- The principal regulations were further amended vide notification No. RG-1/2/(3)/2021-B AND
CS(2) dated the 11" June 2021 (1 of 2021).

Note. 5---- The principal regulations were further amended vide notification No. RG-1/2/(2)/2022-B AND CS
(2) dated 22" November 2022 (2 of 2022).

Note. 6---- The principal regulations were further amended vide notification No. RG-1/2/(2)/2022-B AND CS
(2) dated 14" September 2023 (4 of 2023).

Note. 7---- The Explanatory Memorandum explains the objects and reasons of the Telecommunication
(Broadcasting and Cable) Services Interconnection (Addressable Systems) (Sixth Amendment) Regulations,
2024 (4 of 2024).

Explanatory Memorandum

Introduction and Background

1. The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) on 3™ March 2017 notified the new regulatory framework
to ensure orderly growth of the Broadcasting and Cable TV Sector after a consultation process. This was
necessitated by the complete digitization of Cable TV networks in India. The framework comprised of
following Tariff Order and Regulations:

i The Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services (Eighth) (Addressable Systems) Tariff
Order, 2017 (Tariff Order 2017);
ii. The Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services Interconnection (Addressable Systems)
Regulations, 2017 (Interconnection Regulations, 2017);
iii. The Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services Standards of Quality of Service and
Consumer Protection (Addressable Systems) Regulations, 2017 (QoS Regulations, 2017).
Hereinafter, the above two Regulations & the Tariff order are collectively referred to as ‘the Framework.’

2. After passing legal scrutiny in Hon’ble High Court Madras and Hon’ble Supreme Court, ‘the framework’ came
into effect from 29" December 2018. Collectively the three determinations completely overhauled the
regulatory framework for the Sector. Given the size and structure of the Sector and the changes that ‘the
framework’ entailed, it was imminent that there could be some transient issues.

3. In order to address the issues noted during implementation of the Framework 2017, the Authority, after due
consultation, notified the following amendments to the Regulatory Framework 2017, on 1% January 2020,
TRAI notified the following amendments to the Regulatory Framework 2017, on 1% January 2020:

A. The Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services (Eighth) (Addressable Systems) Tariff
(Second Amendment) Order, 2017 (Tariff Amendment Order 2020)

B. The Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services Interconnection (Addressable Systems)
(Second Amendment) Regulations, 2017 (Interconnection Amendment Regulations, 2020)

C. The Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services Standards of Quality of Service and
Consumer Protection (Addressable Systems) (Third Amendment) Regulations, 2017 (QoS Amendment
Regulations, 2020)

Hereinafter, the above amendments are collectively referred to as ‘the amended framework 2020’
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10.

11.

12.

Some stakeholders challenged the amended framework 2020. Provisions of the amended framework 2020
related to Network Capacity Fee (NCF), NCF for Multi TV homes and long-term subscriptions were
challenged by All India Digital Cable Federation (AIDCF) and others in the High Court of Kerala. However,
these were duly implemented in April 2020 after the interim orders of the Hon’ble High Court of Kerala. In its
final judgement dated 12" July 2021, Hon’ble High Court upheld the amendments introduced by the Tariff
Amendment Order, 2020.

Simultaneously, some broadcasters and other stakeholders challenged various provisions of Tariff Amendment
Order 2020, Interconnection Amendment Regulations 2020 and QoS Amendment Regulations 2020 in various
High Courts including in the Hon’ble High Court of Bombay vide Writ Petition (L) No. 116 of 2020 and other
connected matters therewith.

Hon’ble High Court of Bombay, vide its Judgement dated 30" June 2021 upheld the validity of the amended
framework 2020 except for the condition of the average test provided in the third proviso to sub-clause (3) of
clause 3 of the Tariff Amendment Order 2020.

The petitioners in Bombay High Court filed Special Leave Petitions (SLPs) in the Hon’ble Supreme Court of
India, challenging the judgement dated 30" June 2021 of the Hon’ble High Court of Judicature at Bombay. The
matter was heard by the Hon’ble Supreme Court on 18" August 2021. However, no interim relief was granted
by the Hon’ble Supreme Court.

Subsequently, on 15" February 2022 the petitioners submitted an affidavit in Hon’ble Supreme Court for
withdrawal of SLPs. On the same day Hon’ble court was pleased to grant permission for the withdrawal of the
SLP and passed the following order? :

“The Special Leave Petitions are dismissed as withdrawn. All questions of law open are kept open.”

Meanwhile, considering that no interim relief was granted by Hon’ble Supreme Court on the judgement of
Hon’ble Bombay Court, the Authority issued a letter dated 121 October 2021 to all the broadcasters seeking
compliance with the provisions of New Regulatory Framework 2020 as upheld by Hon’ble Court of Bombay,
within 10 days. Consequently, most of the broadcasters submitted their Reference Interconnect Offer (R1Os) to
TRAI in compliance with ‘the amended Framework 2020’ and also published these on their websites in
November 2021.

New tariffs announced by the major broadcasters reflected a common trend i.e., the prices of their most popular
channels, including sports channels, were enhanced beyond Rs. 20/- per month. Complying with the extant
provisions, as regards the inclusion of pay channels in a bouquet, all such channels priced beyond Rs. 12/- (per
month) were kept out of bouquets and offered only on an a-la-carte basis. The revised RIOs as filed indicated a
wide-scale changes in composition of almost all the bouquets being offered

Immediately after new tariffs were announced, TRAI received representations from Distribution Platform
Operators (DPOs), Associations of Local Cable Operators (LCOs) and Consumer Organizations. DPOs also
highlighted difficulties likely to be faced by them in implementing new rates in their IT systems and migrating
the consumers in bulk to the new tariff regime through the informed exercise of options, impacting almost all
bouquets, due to upward revision in the rates of pay channels and bouquets declared by broadcasters.

To address the issues raised in the representations, TRAI started engaging with the stakeholders through
formal/informal interactions. The discussions aimed to facilitate smooth implementation of the pending
provisions of the amended framework 2020. It was incumbent upon TRAI to ensure that no major disruption
occur in the pay television services.

! https://main.sci.gov.in/supremecourt/2021/15611/15611 2021 2 11 33436_Order_15-Feb-2022.pdf
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13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

The representations from LCOs also highlighted the adverse impact on subscription of linear TV due to the
increasing popularity of Free Dish (no cost to the consumers except installations of dish antenna) and Video on
Demand (VOD), popularly known as OTT (over-the-top) services. The consumer organizations highlighted a
likely increase in their subscription due to the price rise of popular channels, consequent upon implementation
of proposed RIOs filed by the broadcasters.

In view of the above, the stakeholders requested TRAI to take immediate measures to address certain issues,
arising due to the implementation of pending provisions of Regulatory Framework for safeguarding the growth
of the sector including those of viewership.

Almost all the stakeholders opined that the tariffs announced by the broadcasters will cause large-scale changes
in consumer offerings. The DPOs/LCOs will have to obtain revised choices possibly from every consumer. The
stakeholders requested TRAI to enable smooth implementation of the amended framework 2020. Further, some
stakeholders suggested that to avoid likely disruption for consumers, some provisions of the amended
framework 2020 may be considered for revision.

To deliberate on the issues related to pending implementation of New Regulatory Framework 2020 and suggest
a way forward, a committee consisting of members from Indian Broadcasting & Digital Foundation (IBDF),
All India Digital Cable Federation (AIDCF) & DTH Association was constituted under the aegis of TRAI. The
broad terms of reference of the Committee were as below:

1. To look into the process of smooth implementation of New Regulatory Framework 2020 keeping in
view consumers convenience in exercising informed choices and suggest measures thereof (if any).
2. To identify issues of concern and suggest measures for overall growth of the broadcasting sector.

The purpose of the committee was to provide a platform and facilitate discussions among various stakeholders
to come out on a common agreed path for smooth implementation of Tariff Amendment Order 2020.
Stakeholders were advised to come up with an implementation plan with minimum disruptions or hassles to the
consumers.

The committee held discussions on 23 December 2021. Stakeholders listed the following issues which, in
their opinion, required review:

a. The proposed tariffs by broadcasters through their RIOs submitted in compliance to NTO 2.0 Tariff
Orders would cause a significant increase in the tariffs to consumers. The consumer price rise, if any, is
required to be limited to a reasonable limit.

b. The proposed RIOs by Broadcasters may cause significant changes in the packages, especially due to
keeping popular channels at higher a-la-carte prices, not being part of bouquets. This enjoins DPO to
make very large number of plans and package offerings. Therefore, the DPOs require support from
broadcasters so that they do not have to make large number of plans/ bouquets.

c. Considering the facts mentioned above, there is a need to simplify the process of exercising choices by
consumers so that no channel should be provided to consumers without explicit consent. Consumers
should have the facility to remove any channel.

d. The same product (television Channel) should be offered at the same price whether on Linear
Television, Free Dish or Subscription based Video on Demand.

e.  Stakeholders suggested that more than two years have passed since NTO 2.0 amendments and more
than three years have passed with NTO 1.0 implementations, since then, there is no change in prices of
bouquet or a-la-carte channels. This has kept industry under stress in terms of providing quality
products to the end consumers. As such restoring the MRP ceiling for bouquet inclusion to unamended
tariff order level of Rs. Nineteen (19/-) would be appropriate.

f.  The above provision shall also help in maintaining bouquet structure by ensuring all popular channels
are within ceiling limits of bouquet. Additionally, this will also create bare minimum hassles to
consumers in exercising their choices under new tariffs, as most of the tariffs may continue in their
current form.
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19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

g. Allowing additional fifteen (15%) percent incentive to DPOs for bouquets as well, as has been provided
for a-la-carte channel (It was pointed by the chair that the said provision pertains to Interconnection
regulations and is not part of Tariff Order).

h.  The second twin condition may be reviewed to enhance the discount on sum of MRP of a-la-carte of
pay channels forming part of the bouquet to fifty percent. This will enable the broadcasters to cross-
subsidize the packages.

i.  Revision in the ceiling of Network Capacity Fee (NCF) of Rs 130/-.

j.  Incase of multi-TV homes, broadcasters should also offer MRP of their channels for each additional TV
connection, beyond the first TV connection, @ 40% of the MRP declared for the first TV connection.
This will help consumers in saving cost of subscribing to pay channels on multiple televisions.

k.  Review of ceiling of fifteen percent (15%) on discount on sum of a-la-carte channels of MRP of that
bouquet available for DPOs.

I.  Stakeholders suggested that TRAI should take immediate corrective measures and implement revised
tariff by 1%t April 2022. All DPOs present insisted that to properly implement new tariffs they will
require sufficient time as prescribed.

The Stakeholders’ Committee requested TRAI to immediately address critical issues so that minimum hardship
is caused to the consumers in implementation of Tariff Amendment Order 2020. Stakeholders also listed other
issues for subsequent consideration by TRAI. All the members of the stakeholders’ committee observed that
urgent action is required to manage a smooth transition and to avoid inconvenience to consumers.

In order to address the issues as identified by the stakeholders’ committee; TRAI issued the consultation paper
on ‘Issues related to New Regulatory Framework for Broadcasting and Cable services’ on 7" May 2022 for
seeking stakeholders’ comments on points/issues, which were pending for full implementation of ‘the amended
framework 2020°.

Subsequently, on 22" November 2022, the Authority notified the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and
Cable) Services (Eighth) (Addressable Systems) Tariff (Third Amendment) Order, 2022 and the
Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services (Addressable Systems) Interconnection Regulations
(Fourth Amendment) Order, 2022, which covered the following issues:

a) Continuance of forbearance on MRP of TV channels

b) Ceiling of Rs. 19/- on MRP of a TV Channel price for inclusion in bouquet

c) Discount of 45% on sum of the price of individual channels while forming Bouquet
d) Additional Incentives of 15% by broadcaster to be permitted on Bouquets also.

The Stakeholders’ Committee also listed several other issues for subsequent consideration by TRAI In
addition, the Authority held multiple meetings with representatives of broadcasters, MSOs, DTH operators and
LCOs. Several issues were put forward during these meetings for inclusion in the proposed consultation paper.

In order to address the remaining issues pertaining to Tariff, Interconnection and Quality of Service of
Broadcasting and Cable services, as identified by the stakeholders’ committee and suggested by other
stakeholders, TRAI issued the consultation paper on “Review of Regulatory Framework for Broadcasting and
Cable services’ on 8™ August 2023 for seeking stakeholders’ comments. Comments and counter comments
received from stakeholders were placed on TRATI’s website. This was followed by an open house discussion in
New Delhi on 18" April 2024.

As far as the issues related to Interconnection for Broadcasting and Cable Services is concerned, the Authority
had broadly posed the following issues for consultation in the above mentioned consultation paper dated 8%
August 2023:

a. Amendment to Reference Interconnection Offer
b. Listing of channels in Electronic Programme Guide (EPG)- Language genre problem in EPG
c. Revenue Share between LCO and MSO
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25.

d. Carriage Fee
e. Removal of a channel from the platform of a DPO after expiry of existing Interconnection
agreement

After taking into consideration the comments received from the stakeholders in response to the above said
consultation paper dated 8" August 2023 and in-house analysis, the Authority has finalized the
Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services Interconnection (Addressable Systems) (Sixth
Amendment) Regulations, 2024 (hereinafter referred to as the “Sixth Amendment Regulations™). The
subsequent paragraphs explain the objects and reasons of the Sixth Amendment Regulations.

Amendment to Reference Interconnection Offer

26.

217.

28.

29.

30.

31.

As per sub-regulation 9 of regulation 7 of Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services
Interconnection (Addressable Systems) Regulations, 2017 dated 3™ March 2017 (hereinafter called
“Interconnection Regulation 2017”), in the event of amendment to RIO, a broadcaster is mandated to give
choice to Distribution Platform Operators (DPOs) with whom it has interconnection agreement, to continue
with old interconnection agreement (IA) or enter into new IA. The sub-regulation 9 of regulation 7 is
reproduced below:

“(9) In the event of any amendment to the reference interconnection offer by a broadcaster under sub-
regulation (8), the broadcaster shall give an option to all distributors, with whom it has written
interconnection agreements in place, within thirty days from the date of such amendment and it shall be
permissible to such distributors to enter into fresh interconnection agreement in accordance with the
amended reference interconnection offer, within thirty days from the date of receipt of such option, or
continue with the existing interconnection agreement.”

Similarly, Regulation 8 (8) of Interconnection Regulation 2017, mentions the following:

“(8) In the event of any amendment in the reference interconnection offer by a distributor of television
channels under sub-regulation (7), the distributor shall given an option to all broadcasters, with whom it has
written interconnection agreements in place, within thirty days from the date of such amendment and it shall
be permissible to such broadcasters to enter into fresh interconnection agreements in accordance with the
amended reference interconnection offer within thirty days from the date of receipt of such option or continue
with the existing interconnection agreements.”

In meetings with TRAI, a few stakeholders had suggested that in the event of amendment to RIO, choice may
not be given to other party to continue with old interconnection agreement (IA) or enter into new IA.

Accordingly in the consultation paper on Review of Regulatory Framework for Broadcasting and Cable
services dated 8" August 2023 (hereinafter referred to as the “CP”), one of the issues for consultation was as
follows:

“Q1l4. In case of amendment to the RIO by the broadcaster, the extant provision provides an option to DPO
to continue with the unamended RIO agreement. Should this option continue to be available for the DPO?

a. If yes, how the issue of differential pricing of television channel by different DPOs be addressed?

b. If no, then how should the business continuity interest of DPO be protected?”

In response, many stakeholders opined that DPO should have option to continue with the unamended RIO
agreement. These stakeholders opined that such flexibility of choosing the existing RIO or transitioning to a
new one must rest with the DPOs. A number of these stakeholders opined that as per the Contract Act, any
amendment to be made in executed agreements should be with the consent of both the parties and mandating a
shift to a new agreement could introduce instability and unpredictability for the DPOs. One of the views
received during the consultation process was that DPO should be permitted to choose most suitable
arrangement for themselves in case of any changes initiated by the broadcasters. This is an important protection
with the DPOs and should not be taken away.

Further, some stakeholders submitted that standard R1O should be approved by TRAI, like that of an MIA/SIA
RIO of cable landing station, etc. so that every DPO gets the TV channels on same terms and conditions.
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Further, one stakeholder opined that all R1Os should be standard for all players, and it will be a better idea for a
one year validity with a common start and expiry date.

Another group of stakeholders suggested that DPOs should not be provided with an option to continue with old
RIO. A number of these stakeholders opined that the continuance of unamended RIO agreement by DPOs
creates a situation in the market wherein effectively two different R1Os of a broadcaster co-exist in the market
at the same time, which is not desirable. One association expressed that in case of amendment of RIO by the
broadcasters, the DPOs should mandatorily shift to the amended RIO to maintain uniformity and to ensure that
similar benefits reach the consumers. One of the stakeholders further opined that in the event any party fails to
execute new agreement then the regulation should provide for automatic renewal of such agreements.

Further one stakeholder submitted that DPO should be made to migrate on the new RIO and to prevent
operational complexity at the DPO's end, all broadcasters should be allowed to change their RIO twice a year
with a minimum gap of six months. However, in case of either discontinuing any of its channels or launching a
new channel, broadcasters should be at liberty to come out with an amended RIO. Another stakeholder opined
further that in the interest of the end consumer and to ensure business continuity it is imperative that the DPO
should sign the amended RIO within a period of three months from the date the change comes into effect.

Some stakeholders suggested complete de-regulation of the sector to allow competitive market forces to play
out for the benefit of consumers and service providers. These stakeholders recommended the execution of
market-driven agreements between the broadcaster and DPO. They further opined that, in case of amendment
in the RIO by the broadcaster, the DPO should be required to transition to the amended RIO, until the complete
de-regulation of the entire sector takes place. One of the stakeholders stated that such deregulation will allow
TRAI to focus its regulatory efforts towards protecting the interests of service providers, promoting the orderly
growth of the sector, and ensuring better quality of services for consumers. Further, to manage misconduct on
such issues in a deregulated environment, they recommended that: (i) TRAI build capacity and enhance its
related in-house expertise by curating a team of experts; (ii) any allegations or complaints related to antitrust or
competition issues in specific target market/geographical area can then be investigated by TRAI; (iii) if there
is any evidence of misconduct, TRAI can impose remedial measures specific to the affected parties in these
specific areas, instead of regulations which cut across the entire industry; and (iv) such remedial measures
would then be removed once effective competition is restored in the given area.

One stakeholder opined that the need for RIO should be reconsidered and left with the broadcasters and DPOs.
They expressed that the broadcasting industry needs bold reforms and complete forbearance that will restore
the fundamentals of the industry and enable long term viability, sustainability, and competitiveness, and not
transitory or quick-fix solution to prevent another disruption. Further, they opined that in case of an
amendment to the RIO by the broadcaster, the option of being able to continue with the unamended RIO
agreement should be made available to the DPO. Furthermore, TRAI should fix a minimum validity period for
a sign off on agreement between Broadcaster and DPO. TRAI may also mandate broadcasters to provide
reasonable notice of minimum 90 days in case if they desire to amend the existing RIOs.

In the CP, one of the issues for consultation was as follows:

“Q15. Sometimes, the amendment in RIO becomes expedient due to amendment in extant Regulation/Tariff
order. Should such amendment of RIO be treated in a different manner? Please elaborate and provide full
Justification for your comment.”

In response, most of the stakeholders opined that such amendment of RIO should be treated in a different
manner. They have favoured that where changes are required in the RIO due to amendments in the extant
Regulation or Tariff order, an addendum can be signed between the broadcasters and the DPOs, modifying
only the clauses of the existing RIO, which would form a part of the existing RIO and would be conterminous
with the existing RIO. Some of the stakeholders stated that for those subscribers who have availed long term
packs, their provisioning of service and any amendment to RIO should be in accordance with provision of the
extant Regulation/Tariff order and protect the interest of long-term pack customers.
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One stakeholder expressed that amendment to RIO as a result of amendment to TRAI Regulations should be
treated differently as compared to Broadcaster/DPO triggered amendments because TRAI induced amendment
to RIOs are usually preceded by consultations, however, to the extent possible the amendment in the RIO in
such scenario should only be to the extent of the amendment issued by TRAI.

An association opined that if the amendment in RIO becomes expedient due to amendment in extant
Regulation/Tariff order (change-in-law), then it is imperative to ensure and mandate that such amendment to
the RIO would not interfere with the end date/expiry date of interconnection agreements that are based on the
prevailing RIO.

One of the views received during the consultation process was that whenever any change in RI1O is necessitated
on account of change in the regulatory framework, it is expedient that such changed RIO is signed by all the
service providers as per the regulatory timelines.

Some stakeholders stated that amended RIO should be mandatorily signed by DPO without any changes in
expiry date of the previous RIO. Further, one stakeholder mentioned that to ensure that there is no overlapping
with the current and previous regulations, the new regulations should be linked to the principal regulations.

One of the stakeholders suggested that in such situations, the Authority should consider and direct DPOs to
provide a reasonable time period, a minimum of six months’ time, within which to implement the amendment.
The 6-month timeline should commence from the date the broadcaster publishes its new prices. Further,
another stakeholder submitted that sufficient time should be given to the DPOs to implement the same and the
amendment should be made with the mutual consent of both the parties.

One stakeholder opined that TRAI should refrain from imposing too much of regulatory conditions and should
instead move towards forbearance. Another stakeholder suggested that in case the amendment is to be carried
out due to change in regulations, the expiry date of the amendment shall be co-terminus with the prevailing
RIO.

In the CP one of the issues for consultation was as follows:

“Q16. Should it be mandated that the validity of any RIO issued by a broadcaster or DPO may be for say 1
year and all the Interconnection agreement may end on a common date say 31 December every year. Please
Justify your response.”’

In response, some stakeholders suggested to mandate that the validity of any RIO issued by a broadcaster or
DPO may be for say 1 year and all the Interconnection agreement may end on a common date say 31%
December every year. One stakeholder further opined that from the subscribers’ perspective, a common
validity with the same end and start dates will be better as it will allow customers to amend the pricing/pack
construct at one go for all broadcasters instead of making multiple changes for each broadcaster. One
association opined that it is reasonable to prescribe the validity of RIOs as being one year under the extant
provision, However, no further conditions should be prescribed, as it will result in micro-management of the
sector, which should be left open to the market forces.

However, few stakeholders opined that validity of R1O should end/expire on a common date irrespective of the
date of signing/start date of the RIO and there should be a common end date to be kept preferably 315 March of
every year being the financial year end. One stakeholder further requested that to prevent operational
complexity at the DPO’s end, all broadcasters should be allowed to change their RIO twice a year with a
maximum gap of 6 months.

One stakeholder opined that ensuring minimum validity of 1 year simultaneously in each case may not be
possible since all agreements cannot be executed on same date also there may be instances where new
agreement(s) gets executed mid-year. The Authority should emphasize on having common end date of all
agreement without prescribing for minimum validity period.
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Another stakeholder suggested that any price change and RIO amendments can also be made effective from 1%
January of the year with at least three months prior notice to educate the customers on the revision in price and
to take their selection of channels based on revised pricing.

Another group of stakeholders suggested not to mandate that the validity of any RIO issued by a broadcaster or
DPO may be for say one year and all the Interconnection agreement may end on a common date say 31%
December every year. One association amongst these stakeholders opined that imposing a fixed term for the
duration of interconnection agreements is unwarranted. Such a restriction would deprive service providers of
flexibility and infuse unpredictability in the sector. Longer-term agreements, by contrast, afford service
providers a more stable framework to strategize their tariff structures and business models. Furthermore,
mandating a specific duration for interconnection agreements would not only be detrimental to business
pursuits but also impose unnecessary operational challenges on service providers.

Further some stakeholders opined that the entire sector be de-regulated and accordingly the DPO and
broadcaster be allowed to execute market-driven agreements/deals and the validity of such market-driven
agreement/deals be for a ‘term’ as agreed between Broadcaster and DPO, unless amended.

One of the views received during the consultation process was that mandatory tenure of interconnection
agreements would also lead to unnecessary operational burdens on the service providers. Furthermore, the
principles of non-exclusivity and non-discrimination are met even in the existing provisions, therefore, there is
no need to restrict the tenure of interconnection agreements to a fixed tenure. One stakeholder favoured that
position under the extant Regulations, should be maintained as not all DPOs execute the RIO at the same time
and there is no parity in the date of provisioning of signals by broadcasters to all DPOs.

Another stakeholder opined that RIO is a matter of contract and it needs to be examined, whether the right of
parties to contract can be restricted in terms of the date of contracting or the period of contracting. Further,
fixed common end date for all agreements may be replaced by a window of three or four months such as the
last quarter of a year.

Analysis

As per the existing provisions of Interconnection Regulation 2017, in the event of any amendment to RIO by a
broadcaster/DPO, the broadcaster/DPO shall give an option to all distributors/broadcasters, with whom it has
written interconnection agreements in place, within thirty days from the date of such amendment and it shall be
permissible to such distributors/broadcasters to enter into fresh interconnection agreement in accordance with
the amended RIO, within thirty days from the date of receipt of such option, or continue with the existing
interconnection agreement.

The Authority is of the view that in order to honor the existing interconnection agreement and ensure that there
is certainty and predictability in value chain, it is pertinent that choice should be given to other party to
continue with old interconnection agreement till its validity or enter into new interconnection agreement, in the
event of amendment to RIO. In the absence of the same, there would be a lot of uncertainty in the broadcasting
value chain as any service provider may change their RIO any time and the other party will be forced to sign a
new IA even though they may have an existing valid 1A. Mandating a shift to a new agreement could,
therefore, introduce a lot of instability and unpredictability in the market.

In cases where amendment in RIO becomes expedient due to amendment in extant Regulation/Tariff order, it
may be noted that the Authority gives the necessary time required for implementation of the Regulations/Tariff
Order, wherever necessary. Therefore, in case the amendment in RIO becomes expedient due to amendment in
extant Regulation/Tariff order, it is pertinent that such changed interconnection agreements are signed by the
service providers as per the prescribed timelines. Accordingly, appropriate modifications have been carried out
in the relevant provision(s).

Regarding the issue of mandating that the validity of any RIO issued by a broadcaster or distributor may be for
say 1 year and all the Interconnection agreement may end on a common date say 31% December every year, the
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Authority is of the view that it may be left open to the market forces. Accordingly, the distributor and
broadcaster may be allowed to execute market-driven agreements and the validity of such agreements may be
for a ‘term’ as agreed between Broadcaster and distributor, subject to extant provisions of Interconnection
Regulation 2017. As per the extant provisions of Interconnection Regulation 2017, the period of the
interconnection agreement in no case shall be less than one year, from the date of commencement of the
agreement.

Listing of channels in Electronic Programme Guide (EPG)- Language genre problem in EPG

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

Sub-regulation 1 and sub-regulation 2 of Regulation 18 of Interconnection Regulation 2017 (as amended),
mentions the following:

“18. Listing of channels in electronic programme guide.— (1) Every broadcaster shall declare the genre of its
channels and such genre shall be either ‘Devotional’ or ‘General Entertainment’ or ‘Infotainment’ or ‘Kids’
or ‘Movies’ or ‘Music’ or ‘News and Current Affairs’ or ‘Sports’ or ‘Miscellaneous’.

(2) 1t shall be mandatory for the distributor to place all the television channels available on its platform in the
electronic programme guide, in such a manner that all the television channels of a particular language in a
genre are displayed together consecutively and one television channel shall appear at one place only.”

Similar regulation exist in the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services Standards of Quality of
Service and Consumer Protection (Addressable Systems) Regulations, 2017 (as amended).

TRAI received several complaints regarding out of genre running of channels by DPOs. TRAI analysed data of
many DPOs and all of them were found to be in non-compliance with provisions of Interconnection Regulation
2017 (as amended). Upon enquiring the reasons behind non-compliance, the DPOs informed TRAI that MIB
gives permission to a channel in multiple languages. Sometimes, some television channels run programs in
multiple languages. Therefore, DPOs find it difficult to comply with provisions of Interconnection Regulation
2017 (as amended) especially in case of free-to-air (FTA) channels.

In the CP, one of the issues for consultation was as follows:

“Q17. Should flexibility be given to DPOs for listing of channels in EPG?
a. If yes, how should the interest of broadcasters (especially small ones) be safeguarded?
b. If no, what criteria should be followed so that it promotes level playing field and safeguard interest of
each stakeholder?”

In response, many stakeholders stated that flexibility should be given to DPOs for listing of channels in EPG
since the DPOs understands the consumer preferences with respect to the language/channel. Some stakeholders
further opined that the move to regulate the EPG channel placement infringes upon the fundamental business
autonomy of DPOs. They opined that it is an inherent right of any platform operator to optimize and monetize
its platform. One stakeholder opined that level playing field is already skewed against the DPOs and proposals
like regulating EPG would further skew it as this measure is against the business autonomy of DPOs and
further, requested TRAI to ignore such suggestions and not irreparably harm a vital stakeholder by impinging
on its autonomy by unnecessary micromanagement. Another stakeholder opined that just as broadcasters have
the discretion to sequence their programs and advertisements, DPOs should be afforded the same autonomy in
structuring their EPGs. This is a fundamental aspect of their business operations, allowing them to differentiate
themselves in a competitive market.

Another group of stakeholders expressed that flexibility should not be given to DPOs for listing of channels in
EPG. One stakeholder propounded that safeguards should be built into the regulations to mandate that all
channels of the same genre and language be listed together and numbered consecutively/sequentially in both
the logical channel Number (LCN) and EPG. TRAI should require DPOs to report their channel line-up in the
EPG and LCN to TRAI and relevant broadcasters may monitor compliance and avoid misuse by smaller and
independent DPOs.
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Another stakeholder opined that TRAI may ask the broadcasters to specify the primary genre and language of
the channel for the purpose of arrangement of EPG. Then DPO would have to mandatorily put channel as per
defined language and genre. Another stakeholder submitted that EPG should have a logical numbering which
should be easy for the viewers. There is good flexibility presently with the DPOs in terms of placement of
channels in genre-language combinations.

One of the views expressed in the consultation process was that TRAI may prescribe a fair, reasonable, and
non-discriminatory basis for the allocation of EPG and LCN in such a manner that there is no discrimination or
arbitrariness being exercised by the DPO. While doing so, the existing broadcasters should be allowed to
continue on the same EPG and LCN. Another view expressed was that for better viewing experience for
consumers, listing should start with language followed by genre rather than the other way round, which is
prevalent today.

One association submitted that the Authority has given adequate flexibility to the DPOs to place their channel
on their EPG once their language and genre is defined by the broadcaster. Authorities should continue to
monitor the same to prevent the DPOs from misusing the flexibility granted to them.

One stakeholder advocated to follow forbearance and permit market forces to prevail and follow same light
touch regulatory approach for the broadcasting sector as was applied in the telecom sector.

In the consultation paper, one of the issues for consultation was as follows:

“Q18. Since MIB generally gives permission to a channel in multiple languages, how the placement of
such channels may be regulated so that interests of all stakeholders are protected?”

In response, some stakeholders opined that flexibility should be with the DPOs as the DPOs understand the
consumer preferences with respect to the language/channel. Some other stakeholders submitted that
broadcasters are required to declare the genre and the language while declaring the channels under RIO. In
case, a channel has more than one language, then the primary language or the first language of the channel
declared by the broadcaster should be considered by DPOs for placing the channel at appropriate place in the
EPG.

One stakeholder expressed that any mandate on EPG needs to be reconsidered and removed, however, if TRAI
has a divergent view, then the channels should be clubbed in the form of a single genre irrespective of
language. A majority of subscribers tend to browse for their preferences using genres, therefore, in the interests
of subscribers, channels should be clubbed in the form of a single genre irrespective of language. Another
stakeholder stated that only for multi-lingual channels DPOs may be allowed to place channels in such
language group which is based on the majority language spoken in their area of operation, i.e., state wise listing
can be allowed. Further, one stakeholder opined that there should be a separate section on multiple languages.
This section will mostly have Infotainment, Kids and Sports channels which are available in multiple
languages. Multiple languages channels can alternatively be part of a particular language section provided they
declare that language as its primary language.

Few stakeholders opined that it should be left to the understanding of Broadcaster and DPO. Further, there
should be no discrimination between the channels of multiple languages. One stakeholder submitted that a
channel running programs in multiple languages should be allowed to choose the language under which it
wishes to be listed and accordingly that should be followed. Some other stakeholders opined that DPOs should
be given freedom to place the channels in the genre declared by the broadcasters but in the sub-genre finalized
by the DPO (based upon language) and the placement sequence may be counted on the basis of sub-genre.

One of the views expressed was that one possible solution is to allow a channel to be placed in the EPG as per
the primary language of the content it shows. The other solution is to promote consumer choice by allowing a
consumer to customize their EPG as per their language preference. Another stakeholder opined that choice
should be given to the user to select the appropriate language from the STB Remote Control Unit (RCU)
button. This will go a long way in helping with channels capacity and optimize the total bandwidth. Another
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view was that MSO should clearly show all channels with the same language, so that it is easy for the
customer. Another stakeholder suggested that TRAI may prescribe a fair, reasonable and non-discriminatory
basis for allocation of EPG and LCN in such a manner that there is no discrimination and arbitrariness being
exercised by the DPO.

Analysis

The primary objective to regulate the EPG include the following:

(@) To ensure ease of viewing the television channels by consumer.

(b) To provide flexibility to the distributors to arrange the television channels as per regional/local
requirements.

(c) To ensure that fair treatment is given to broadcasters to place their channels appropriately in respective
genre to get the viewership.

(d) To ensure that the DPOs willfully do not place channel of few broadcasters out of genre to reduce their
adoption by subscribers/viewership.

Considering these objectives, the Authority had decided that the distributors should have flexibility to list the
channels in the EPG to some extent to meet the requirement of the subscribers while broadly protecting the
interest of broadcaster. Accordingly, the extant provisions provide that DPOs will have flexibility to organise
the channel on EPG based on Language (L) or Genre (G) ensuring that pair of a channel of the language and
the genre remains together. The DPO can devise its own plan with a combination but should keep channels of
same language & same genre together as a single group.

However, as mentioned earlier, DPOs have informed TRAI that they find it difficult to comply with provisions
of Interconnection Regulation 2017 (as amended) as MIB gives permission to a channel in multiple languages
and sometimes, some television channels run programs in multiple languages. The stakeholders informed
TRAI that especially in case of FTA channels, this problem is more pronounced.

The Authority is of the view that the extant framework provides adequate flexibility to the DPOs in organising
the channel in the EPG. It also ensures that broadcaster of each genre and language are given adequate
protection from any malfeasance and arbitrariness.

However, it is pertinent that the DPO should know genre and primary language of all channels including FTA
channels to arrange each channel in EPG accordingly. Since MIB gives downlinking permission to each and
every channel, the Authority is of the view that MIB should seek information from broadcasters about primary
language of their television channel and sub-genre of every non-news channel (as per Regulation 18(1) of
Interconnection Regulation 2017 (as amended) notified by the Authority) while giving permission to each
channel. The information so obtained may be displayed on Broadcast Seva portal of MIB so as to enable the
distributors to arrange each channel in EPG accordingly. The Authority is also of the view that MIB may seek
the above information also for the existing permitted channels of broadcasters and display the same on
Broadcast Seva portal of MIB so that the existing channels may also be arranged appropriately in EPG by the
distributors. In this regard, the Authority is sending its recommendations to MIB separately.

Revenue Share between MSO and LCO

77.

78.

The regulation 12(7) of the Interconnection Regulation mentions the following:

“(7) The settlement of service charges between local cable operator and multi-system operator shall be
governed by mutual agreement:
Provided that in cases the multi-system operator and the local cable operator fail to arrive at a mutual
agreement for settlement of service charges, then the network capacity fee amount and the distribution fee
amount shall be shared in the ratio of 55:45 between multi-system operator and local cable operator.”

The above framework provides enough flexibility and ample freedom to the parties to the agreement to carry
out their business. They may enter into an interconnection agreement, for provision of broadcasting services to
subscribers, by mutually agreeing on distribution of responsibilities, respective settlement of service charges
and billing. Further it was provided that in case of failure of mutual discussions, as a fallback option, the
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interconnection agreement will be signed in terms of Standard Interconnect Agreement (SIA) wherein TRAI
had demarcated the responsibilities and fixed the corresponding settlement of service charges between DPO
and Local Cable Operator (LCO). In the SIA, LCOs have been given the consumer centric responsibilities
whereas the MSOs have been given the responsibilities which are directly linked with the SMS including
billing for the subscribers.

In this regard, LCOs are demanding to frame a new policy for pay channels sharing percentage.

Accordingly in the CP, one of the issues for consultation was as follows:

“Q19. Should the revenue share between an MSO (including HITS Operator) and LCO as prescribed in
Standard Interconnect Agreement be considered for a review?
a. If yes:
i. Should the current revenue share on NCF be considered for a revision?
ii. Should the regulations prescribe revenue share on other revenue components like Distribution
Fee for Pay Channels, Discount on pay channels etc.? Please list all the revenue components
along-with the suggested revenue share that should accrue to LCO. Please provide quantitative
calculations made for arriving at suggested revenue share along-with detailed comments
/justification.
b. If no, please justify your comments.”

In response, many stakeholders opined that current revenue share on NCF should not be considered for a
revision. One association mentioned that the dynamics between MSOs and Cable Operators are inherently
governed by market-driven factors, and there should not be a binding regulatory prerequisite compelling either
party to forge a mandatory partnership. The network structures and associated costs are distinct for different
operators. For instance, MSOs bear a variety of infrastructure related expenses, ranging from headend costs to
national long-distance bandwidth charges. These expenses are contingent on the MSO's specific network
design and the geographic position of the Cable TV networks. Conversely, individual cable operators might
encounter varied costs, influenced by factors such as Right of Way (RoW) fees and the scope and scale of their
cable infrastructure. Given the absence of a regulatory directive mandating MSOs and cable operators to form
alliances and the inherent variability in operational costs, it would be counterproductive to institute any
obligatory revenue-sharing guidelines within the Standard Interconnection Agreement. Further, a revenue share
arrangement between MSOs and LCOs is already established and there is no dispute regarding revenue share
between MSOs and LCOs. As per the information received from their members all LCOs have entered into
MIA and hence there is a mutually agreed revenue share between LCOs, and MSQOs and any change will
disturb the market balance and will lead to new disputes amid this severe downfall in industry. A few
stakeholders also mentioned that existing revenue-sharing agreements between LCOs and MSOs should not
undergo a review, and the current practice should be maintained.

Some stakeholders favoured that current revenue share on NCF should be considered for a revision. One
stakeholder opined that all revenues should be shared transparently by the MSO with the LCO as they get
carriage, advertisement, and other revenue because of LCO’s subscribers. A few other stakeholders commented
that LCO should get more than 50% of revenue as the MSO is a wholesaler and in any business the wholesaler
gets less margins than the retailer. Another view received was that LCOs should be given at least 75% of NCF
and in Pay channels 50% revenue share to LCO+MSO and 50% to Broadcaster. Further, one association
opined that all the revenues from carriage, placement and advertisements that MSO earns should be shared
with the LCOs, at least 50% to LCO.

Another stakeholder propounded that current revenue sharing model must be revised and for the purposes of

this revision, the following two options may be considered:

i Option 1: If TRAI makes no changes in total Distribution Fee of 35%, then entire existing distribution
fee of 20% should come only to LCO, since the entire machinery of distribution is operated by the LCO.
Bad debts are solely incurred by the LCO since the MSO model is now 100% prepaid. Also,
broadcasters should be mandated to pay an entire 15% to DPOs. NCF capping suggestions of 170 for
SD and 210 for HD will apply.

ii. Option 2: Distribution Fee is enhanced to 45%.
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There is no change in existing NCF of 130 for 200 channels and 160 for 200+ channels, but multi-TV
NCEF discount is removed. Here LCOs get 25% distribution fee and MSOs get 20%. But DPOs can’t
charge carriage fees.

Some stakeholders submitted that TRAI must reconsider the revenue shared on pay channel subscription and
re-work the revenue share to 50% (Broadcaster): 50% (DPO) (in case of cable TV business 25% each to
LCO/LMO and MSO or for DTH it should be 50%, each for the Broadcasters and DTH Player) (considering
the advertisement revenue earned by Broadcasters). Some other stakeholders opined that they want all the
revenues from carriage, placements and advertisements that MSO earns to be shared with the LCOs, at least
50% to LCO.

One of the views received during the consultation was that the revenue share between an MSO & LCO as
prescribed in the Standard Interconnect Agreement should suffice as it covers both NCF and Distribution fee.
However, there is a strong need to strengthen the regulations pertaining to LCO’s vis-a-vis implementation of
these regulations. The Authority should introduce adequate regulations to ensure the compliance of LCO’s with
the referred regulations thereby safeguarding the interests of MSO or HITS operators in the value chain.

Analysis

The Authority is of the view that DPO and LCO should settle the service charges, based on mutual discussions.
To protect the interest of service providers and to ensure that signals are not disrupted due to dispute between
the service providers, TRAI has prescribed a fallback arrangement between DPO and LCO. Such arrangement
is only for those cases where although DPO and LCO want to enter into or continue their relationship yet are
unable to reach a mutually agreed arrangement. As per the response of the stakeholders, generally, LCOs and
MSOs have entered into mutual agreements and, hence, there is a mutually agreed revenue share between
LCOs and MSOs. The Authority had asked 15 major MSOs, LCOs and their associations (those LCOs and
their associations who had submitted their responses on CP dated 8™ August 2023) to provide the details of
revenue share arrangement between MSO and LCO. However, despite extensive persuasion through phone
calls and reminders, most of these MSQOs, all the LCOs and their associations did not submit the details sought
by the Authority. The existing framework already permits MSOs and LCOs to enter into mutual agreements
and SIA has been prescribed only in cases where mutual agreements fail. In view of the above, the Authority is
of the view that the existing framework may continue.

Carriage Fee

87.

88.

Regulation 8(2) of the Interconnection Regulation 2017 mentions the following:

“(2) The reference interconnection offer, referred to in sub-regulation (1), shall contain the technical and
commercial terms and conditions relating to, including but not limited to, target market, rate of carriage fee
per month, average active subscriber base of standard definition set top boxes and high definition set top
boxes at the time of publication of the reference interconnection offer, discounts, if any, offered on the rate of
carriage fee, manner of calculation of carriage fee payable to the distributor and other necessary conditions:

Provided that the rate of carriage fee per standard definition channel per subscriber per month to be
declared by a distributor of television channels shall not exceed twenty paisa:

Provided further that the rate of carriage fee per high definition channel per subscriber per month to
be declared by a distributor of television channels shall not exceed forty paisa:

Provided also that a distributor of television channels shall calculate the carriage fee amount for
television channels as per the provisions specified in the Schedule I, which shall change with the
changes in monthly subscription percentage of such television channels.”

As per sub-regulation (2) of regulation 8 of the Interconnection Regulation, 2017 the rate of carriage fee per
standard definition channel per subscriber per month to be declared by a distributor of television channels shall
not exceed twenty paisa while the rate of carriage fee per high definition channel per subscriber per month to
be declared by a distributor of television channels shall not exceed forty paisa.
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As per Schedule | of Interconnection Regulation 2017, the carriage fee amount, for each month or part thereof,
during the term of the interconnection agreement shall be calculated as given below:

a. If monthly subscription for a channel in the target market is less than five percent of
the average active subscriber base of the distributor in that month in the target market,
then the carriage fee amount shall be equal to the rate of carriage fee per channel per
subscriber per month, as agreed under the interconnection agreement, multiplied by
the average active subscriber base of the distributor in that month in the target market.

b. If monthly subscription for a channel in the target market is greater than or equal to
five percent but less than ten percent of the average active subscriber base of the
distributor in that month in the target market, then the carriage fee amount shall be
equal to the rate of carriage fee per channel per subscriber per month, as agreed under
the interconnection agreement, multiplied by 0.75 times of the average active
subscriber base of the distributor in that month in the target market.

c. If monthly subscription for a channel in the target market is greater than or equal to
ten percent but less than fifteen percent of the average active subscriber base of the
distributor in that month in the target market, then the carriage fee amount shall be
equal to the rate of carriage fee per channel per subscriber per month, as agreed under
the interconnection agreement, multiplied by 0.5 times of the average active
subscriber base of the distributor in that month in the target market.

d. If monthly subscription for a channel in the target market is greater than or equal to
fifteen percent but less than twenty percent of the average active subscriber base of
the distributor in that month in the target market, then the carriage fee amount shall be
equal to the rate of carriage fee per channel per subscriber per month, as agreed under
the interconnection agreement, multiplied by 0.25 times of the average active
subscriber base of the distributor in that month in the target market.

e. If the monthly subscription for a channel in the target market is greater than or equal
to twenty percent of the average active subscriber base of the distributor in that month
in the target market, then the carriage fee amount shall be equal to 'Nil'.

In the Interconnection Regulation 2017 regime, the broadcasters were required to pay monthly carriage fee
depending upon the average active subscriber base of the DPO in the target market declared by the DPO. The
regulations provided flexibility to the DPOs to declare their target market for the purpose of ascertaining the
carriage fee. The only guiding factor for target market was on the basis of the Head-end of a DPO. The target
market should be confined to an area covered by a single head-end or a sub-set of such area covered by a single
head-end. This in-turn meant that based on coverage of satellite footprint of their signals, DTH and HITS
operators could declare whole of India as their target market.

Many regional broadcasters had represented to TRAI that several distributors have declared either ‘the whole
country’ or ‘combination of some states together’ as their target market. As a result, they are required to pay
exorbitant carriage fee since the active subscriber base of the DPO in entire India is taken into account for the
purpose of determining carriage fee. In such cases, the Reference Interconnect Offer based carriage fee
agreements become unviable for regional channels. Accordingly, the regional channels are constrained to enter
into negotiations for signing alternate agreements, terming these as placement or marketing arrangements. Such
alternative agreements render the carriage fee regulations expendable.

In this regard, TRAI issued a consultation paper on ‘Issues related to Interconnection Regulation, 2017’ on 251
September 2019. The main objective of this consultation process was to consult all the stakeholders on issues
related to charging of exorbitant carriage fee by the DPOs amongst other issues. After taking into account
comments received in the consultation process and the internal analysis, the Authority was of the view that
there is a need to specify a capping on the maximum permissible carriage fee per channel per month for a DPO.
Therefore, vide amendment dated 1.1.2020 the Authority, specified carriage fee cap of Rs. four lakhs (Rs. 4
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Lakh) per Standard Definition (SD) Channel per month for a DPO and Rs. Eight lakhs (Rs. 8 Lakh) per HD
channel per month for a DPO.

Thus, 8(2) of Interconnection Regulation 2017 was amended in 2020, as follows:
“In regulation 8 of the principal regulations,

(a) in first proviso to sub-regulation (2), after the words “twenty paisa”, the following words shall be
inserted, namely:-

“and the total carriage fee payable for such television channel per month, by a broadcaster to a distributor of
television channels, shall, in no case, exceed rupees four lakh”

(b) in second proviso to sub-regulation (2), after the words “forty paisa”, the following words shall be
inserted, namely:-

“and the total carriage fee payable for such television channel per month, by a broadcaster to a distributor of
television channels, shall, in no case, exceed rupees eight lakh”.

In 2020 regulation 4 of the Interconnection Regulation 2017 was amended as follows:

“(a) after the proviso and before the Explanation to sub-regulation (3), the following proviso shall be inserted,
namely:-

“Provided further that for a multi-system operator or Internet Protocol Television Operator or
Headend-in-the-Sky (HITS) operator the target market shall in no case be larger than a State or a
Union Territory.”

An association has now suggested that the carriage fee capping at 4/8 lakhs should be removed. The association
has represented that:

i TRAI vide its regulations has granted forbearance to Broadcasters for pricing of their channels. In
addition, Broadcasters are free to collect advertising revenues, with no Regulatory capping.
However, nearly all the revenue streams of the Licensed Operators are regulated/capped either
under the tariff order, interconnection regulation or QoS regulation.

ii. One such Regulatory capping is on carriage fees, which prevents the Licensed Operators from
earning revenue to recover the huge investments made by them on their networks and associated
platforms.

iii. Furthermore, due to “Must carry” obligation, the Licensed Operators must invest in the network
capacity to accommodate even the non-performing channels of the broadcasters. Thus, the capping
on carriage fee distorts the market economics and exacerbates the financial situation of Cable TV
Industry.

iv.  Allowing bundling of unwanted channels with driver channels allowed broadcaster to turn FTA
channels to Pay channels and push them with driver channels leading to not only loss of carriage
fee but pay for the same channel as it is bundled in a bouquet. This has distorted the market as
unwanted channels have become pay and are on a piggy ride with driver channels leading to
higher burden on subscribers.

V. Moreover, the Broadcasters who are in dominant position do not enter into carriage agreement
with the Licensed Operators.

vi.  Association has requested TRAI to grant unbundling of bouquets and allow forbearance on
carriage fees, which will help in creating a level playing field between the Licensed Operators and
Broadcasters.

vii. Moreover, as highlighted above, Broadcasters misuse the forbearance granted to them to price

their channels and push their non-performing channels to the Licensed Operators in Bouquets to
maximize their advertising revenues.

viii. Further, due to First Come First Service policy under the must carry guideline, more deserving
channels do not get the carriage (capacity) while the leading broadcaster with few driver channels
will continue to block the major capacity that too free of cost under the guise of a bouquet.
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iX. Therefore, the principle of Must Carry with first come first serve criteria works against the
objective of promoting deserving channels (or channels that are often preferred by consumers) and
this Must Carry principle in its current form hinder the best use of available network capacity.

As mentioned earlier as per Interconnection Regulation 2017 (as amended), the rate of carriage fee per high-
definition channel per subscriber per month to be declared by a distributor of television channels shall not
exceed forty paisa and the total carriage fee payable for such television channel per month, by a broadcaster to
a distributor of television channels, shall, in no case, exceed rupees eight lakh. Since the bandwidth consumed
by HD channels was approximately double the bandwidth required for SD channels, therefore the Authority
had kept the ceiling of carriage fee for HD channels as Rs. 0.40 with a cap of Rs. 8 lakh per month, which is
double that for SD channels.

In the CP, one of the issues for consultation was as follows:

“Q20 Should there be review of capping on carriage fee?
a. If yes, how much it should be so that the interests of all stakeholders be safeguarded. Please provide
rationale along with supporting data for the same.
b. If no, please justify how the interest of all stakeholders especially the small broadcasters can be
safeguarded?”

In response, one suggestion received was that there should be review of capping on carriage fees. Many
stakeholders stated that DPOs should be allowed to choose the channel in a transparent way instead of first
cum first serve and charge carriage fee in line with the carriage fee charged by DD free dish. One association
submitted that post the implementation of the NTO, while the broadcasters are free to set the price of
subscription but the DPOs are regulated to set the carriage fee. This system, while providing full freedom to
broadcasters to price their TV channels, promotes broadcasters to utilize significant bandwidth on DPO
platforms at the regulated price. Furthermore, a large number of broadcasters transitioned their free-to-air
(FTA) channels to Pay Channels and have bundled such channels. This shift not only deprived DPOs of
potential carriage fee revenue but, in many instances, compelled them to pay the broadcasters for channels that
do not have any demand from consumers. Thus, to provide business flexibility to DPOs and for the purpose of
a level playing field, it is high time that DPOs are also allowed to choose the channel in a transparent way
instead of first cum first serve and charge carriage fee in line with the carriage fee charged by DD free dish.
Further they suggested that only FTA channels should be using the “Must Carry” provision and hence the
carriage RIO should be only for FTA channels and not for pay channels. Another stakeholder opined that the
TRAI regulation of the carriage fee limits DPOs potential to monetize their assets. While broadcasters enjoy
the freedom to determine their channel prices, DPOs are restrained from setting a carriage fee that reflects their
substantial infrastructure investments. This inconsistency not only affects their revenue but also disrupts
market dynamics. Interestingly, TRAI's stipulated carriage charges are even less than those of DD Free Dish, a
public broadcasting platform. This discrepancy further disadvantages private DPOs.

One stakeholder stated that while DPO should certainly be afforded the full latitude and unlimited flexibility to
prescribe and fix the NCF which truly reflect the value it provides to the consumers, however, this flexibility
should come with mandate and responsibility to disseminate “free to air” content, particularly that which serves
the “public interest”. Only through such a balanced approach can be ensured a fair, sustainable and democratic
broadcasting ecosystem. Carriage of FTA News Channels be mandated, to ensure that what is offered free is
compulsorily made available free for end consumer by all DPOs.

Some stakeholders opined that there is a need to deregulate the over-regulated operations of DPOs. In the entire
value chain, all the restrictions and mandates are focused on facilitating the broadcasters to get their channel
carried on all networks, irrespective of the commercial aspects of DPOs. It is now the opportune time to
address this anomaly and as the TRAI has facilitated the broadcasters with must carry provision, the carriage
charge should also be brought under forbearance to facilitate the DPOs.

Another stakeholder opined that TRAI must reduce caps of carriage fee and must also clarify that the said
carriage fee to be determined is all inclusive one to combine placement, marketing or any other arrangement in
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any other name which is entered into by MSO with the broadcaster. Further, FTA Channels especially FTA
News Channels must be mandatorily carried and offered in the base pack.

Some other stakeholders submitted that there should not be review of capping on carriage fee. One association
opined that it appears that an artificial scarcity has been created on the part of the DPOs to command
unrealistic and high carriage fees especially from the broadcasters. To ensure that this scarcity is maintained,
and artificial demand is created for carriage of the channels, the DPOs have not upgraded the system.
Therefore, DPOs should be mandated to upgrade their systems to increase their channel carrying capacity to be
able to carry all the channels which have received permission to downlink in the country.

Another stakeholder submitted that concept of carriage fees should be removed and DPOs’ registration as the
distribution operator ought to be evaluated against an enhanced channel carrying capacity to ensure that all
registered TV channels can be carried by the DPO on its platform. Pending forbearance; the regulator must
ensure proper implementation of the mandate for DPO’s upgraded systems and consider starting with phasing
out the concept of carriage fees. They further submitted that with technological advancements, DPOs have the
ability to carry a large number of channels. Artificial scarcity of channel carrying capacity created by DPOs
forms the basis of carriage fees which in turn acts as a deterrent, disincentivizing DPOs from enhancing their
ability to carry more channels.

One of the views received during the consultation process was that existing provisions in respect of the carriage
fee are sufficient and there is no requirement to review the same at this stage. Some other stakeholders opined
that there is no requirement for revision of the cap prescribed for carriage fee and carriage fee for a pay channel
should be different from that of a FTA channel.

In the CP, one of the issues for consultation was as follows:

“Q21. To increase penetration of HD channels, should the rate of carriage fee on HD channels and the cap on
carriage fee on HD channels may be reduced. If yes, please specify the modified rate of carriage fee and the
cap on carriage fee on HD channels. Please support your response with proper justification.”

In response, many stakeholders submitted that the rate of carriage fee on HD channels and the cap on carriage
fee on HD channels may be reduced. Most of these stakeholders mentioned that to increase penetration of HD
channels (which has been severely affected after NTO), the rate of carriage fees of HD channels and the cap on
carriage fees of HD channels should be equal to SD channels. There is no justification in making a higher
threshold for HD channels due to advancements in compression and encoding technologies.

Many stakeholders opined that by regulating the carriage fee, TRAI has disabled the DPOs from even
monetizing the assets from broadcasters. Further, DPOs be allowed to choose the channel in a transparent way
instead of first cum first serve and charge a carriage fee in line with the carriage fee charged by DD-free dish.
Some other stakeholders opined that capping on carriage fees must be removed and there should be forbearance
on carriage fees. One stakeholder opined that there is no need to cap the carriage fee of either HD or SD
channels, it should be ideally left to forbearance. The consumer shall choose the channel he wishes to
subscribe.

One of the views received during the consultation process was that the rate of carriage fee on HD channels and
the cap on carriage fee on HD channels may not be reduced. Another view received was that the existing
provisions in respect of the carriage fee are sufficient and there is no requirement to review the same at this
stage. Yet another view received was that carriage fee should be applicable only to FTA channels and the
carriage fee capping as provided in the regulations is adequate for this purpose.

One stakeholder submitted that as far as the rate of carriage fee on HD channels is concerned, since it
consumes more bandwidth, it should be increased. Some other stakeholders opined that lowering carriage fees
for HD channels will not necessarily boost their penetration.
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In the CP, one of the issues for consultation was as follows:

“Q22 Should TRAI consider removing capping on carriage fee for introducing forbearance? Please justify

i)

your response.

In response, many stakeholders opined that TRAI should consider removing capping on carriage fee for
introducing forbearance. One stakeholder suggested that Authority should consider allowing complete
forbearance since industry is now mature enough to decide the carriage cost and this will give enough
flexibility to stakeholders to decide the amount of carriage to be paid based on the target audience, and revenue
being generated by each party. Another stakeholder submitted that TRAI should remove the cap on carriage fee
and introduce forbearance as the cap restricts the DPOs’ flexibility to recover their cost of carrying a channel.

One association further submitted that DPOs’ registration as the distribution operator ought to be evaluated
against an enhanced channel carrying capacity to ensure that all registered TV channels can be carried by the
DPO on its platform. The concept of carriage fees should be removed.

One stakeholder submitted that capping of carriage fee is not implemented in its true letter and spirit because of
MSOs being conglomerate of multiple MSOs and LCOs. Each of these MSOs are seeking cap of carriage fee
and if the said provisions are implemented in a manner to unjustly enrich the MSOs, the same is likely to fail.
Thus, TRAI must bring more clarity and also reduce caps on carriage fee and must also clarify that the said
carriage fee to be determined to be an all-inclusive one to combine placement, marketing or any other
arrangement in any other name which is entered into by MSO with the broadcaster. At the same time, the FTA
channels especially FTA News Channels must be mandatorily carried and offered in the base pack.

Another view received during the consultation process was that TRAI should move towards forbearance for all
the stakeholders in the value chain in a planned manner. However, if forbearance is introduced in only selected
fields, it can distort the regulatory framework. One of these stakeholders submitted that if there is no capping
on the carriage fees, the carriage fees for 20 paise and 40 paise for SD and HD channels respectively per active
subscriber of a DPO is very high and acts as a deterrent to the medium and small broadcasters.

Another stakeholder submitted that they advocated de-regulation, however, forbearance, if introduced, must be
done in totality including in respect of pricing and discounts to be offered by broadcasters, and cannot be
selectively carried out only in respect of carriage fee to be charged by DPOs i.e. the forbearance should be
applicable across the entire distribution eco system.

Another view expressed by some stakeholders during the consultation process was that present capping on
carriage fee should be sustained.

Analysis

The carriage fee regime owes its origins to the limited capacity of erstwhile analogue platforms that had limited
capacities in terms of carrying a channel. Additional channel capacities entailed additional investments. The
implementation of Digital Addressable System (DAS) has largely reduced such expenses. Post DAS
implementation, the number of channels available on MSO platforms has increased. Normally a DPO carries
those channels that are in-demand by its subscribers. The ‘carriage fee’ is demanded from those channels,
which, in the opinion of DPOs do not have adequate demand pull. It is, therefore, DPOs mechanism to get
compensation for carrying a channel that is not in high demand by consumers. Having examined various cost
and expense structures, the Authority had a view that there is a need to rationalize the carriage fee payout
especially in cases where the subscriber base is large and accordingly had specified a cap on the carriage fee.

The Authority is of the view that if the cap on the maximum permissible carriage fee per channel per month
payable by a broadcaster to a DPO is removed, regional and small broadcasters may suffer which may not be in
the interest of the sector. Accordingly, cap on carriage fee may not be removed at this stage.

The Authority is also of the view that to simplify regulatory framework, different slabs prescribing reduction in
carriage fee in proportion of penetration of channel may be removed and a single slab may be specified.
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Accordingly, if monthly subscription for a channel in the target market is less than twenty percent of the
average active subscriber base of the distributor in that month in the target market, then broadcaster may pay
specified carriage fee and if monthly subscription for a channel in the target market is greater than or equal to
twenty percent, then the carriage fee amount should be equal to 'Nil'.

It is pertinent to note that there is high variance in the technologies used by DPOs for compressing and
transmitting TV channels. The Authority is of the view that there is a need to encourage a technology neutral
approach. Further, higher cap on HD or better quality channel may discourage broadcasters from offering
better quality channels to consumers. Accordingly, the Authority is of the view that same carriage fee ceiling
per subscriber may be prescribed for a channel whether it is HD, SD or any other. In view of above, suitable
amendments have also been carried out in other regulation/schedule of Interconnection Regulation 2017.

As per sub-regulation (2) of regulation 8 of the Interconnection Regulation 2017, the rate of carriage fee per
SD channel per subscriber per month to be declared by a distributor of television channels shall not exceed
twenty paisa while the rate of carriage fee per HD channel per subscriber per month to be declared by a
distributor of television channels shall not exceed forty paisa. Vide amendment dated 1.1.2020 the Authority,
specified carriage fee cap of Rs. four lakhs (Rs. 4 Lakh) per SD Channel per month for a DPO and Rs. Eight
lakhs (Rs. 8 Lakh) per HD channel per month for a DPO. To arrive at a single carriage fee for a channel per
subscriber per month (irrespective of whether channel is SD, HD or any other), the Authority used weighted
average method and calculated the same by taking into consideration the existing carriage fee applicable on SD
& HD channels and the total number of SD and HD television channels in several ways as follows:

a. Total number of SD and HD television channels permitted by MIB (as on April 2024)

b. Total number of SD and HD television channels carried by some DTH operators and MSOs.
Similarly, the Authority used weighted average method to calculate the total cap on carriage fee per channel
per month. It was observed that the carriage fee per channel per subscriber per month varied from 22.71 paisa
to 25.96 paisa and cap on carriage fee per channel per month varied from Rs. 4.54 lakh to Rs. 5.19 lakh.

According, the Authority has prescribed carriage fee to not to exceed 25 paise per channel per subscriber per
month with a cap of Rs. 5 lakh per channel per month (irrespective of whether channel is SD, HD or any other).
This cap shall be the maximum amount (cumulative sum) that a broadcaster may be required to pay to one
DPO per channel irrespective of target area(s) declared by a DPO.

In view of above, suitable provisions have been included in the regulations. However, the market developments
shall be monitored, and further intervention as felt necessary shall be considered at appropriate time.

Removal of a channel from the platform of a DPO after expiry of existing Interconnection agreement

124.

As per Interconnection Regulation 2017

“9. General provisions relating to interconnection agreements.— (1) It shall be mandatory for service
providers to reduce the terms and conditions of all their interconnection agreements to writing” ...

“10. Interconnection agreement between broadcaster and distributor of television channels.— (1) No
broadcaster shall provide signals of pay channels to a distributor of television channels without entering into a
written interconnection agreement with such distributor of television channels.

(2) No distributor of television channels shall distribute pay channels of any broadcaster without entering into

2

a written interconnection agreement with such broadcaster.” ....

“10 (14) Every broadcaster shall enter into a new written interconnection agreement with distributor of
television channels before the expiry of the existing interconnection agreement:

Provided that the broadcaster shall, at least sixty days prior to the date of expiry of the existing
interconnection agreement, give notice to the distributor of television channels to enter into new written
interconnection agreement:
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Provided further that in case the parties fail to enter into new interconnection agreement before the
expiry of the existing interconnection agreement, the broadcaster shall not make the signals of
television channels available to the distributor of television channels on expiry of the existing
interconnection agreement:

Provided also that the distributor of television channels shall, fifteen days prior to the date of expiry of
its existing interconnection agreement, inform the subscribers through scrolls on the channels included
in the said agreement—

(a) the date of expiry of its existing interconnection agreement; and

(b) the date of disconnection of signals of television channels in the event of its failure to enter into new
interconnection agreement.” .....

“10 (15) No distributor of television channels shall carry television channels, for which a request has been
received from a broadcaster for distribution of television channels, without entering into a written
interconnection agreement with such broadcaster.”

“10(21) Every distributor of television channels shall enter into a new written interconnection agreement, for
carrying television channels requested by a broadcaster, before the expiry of the existing interconnection
agreement:

Provided that the distributor of television channels shall, at least sixty days prior to the date of expiry of
the existing interconnection agreement, give notice to the broadcaster to enter into new written
interconnection agreement:

Provided further that in case the parties fail to enter into new interconnection agreement before the
expiry of the existing interconnection agreement, the distributor of television channels may not carry
such television channels on expiry of the existing interconnection agreement:

Provided further that a distributor of television channels shall not discontinue carrying a television
channel if the signals of such television channel remain available for distribution and monthly
subscription percentage for that particular television channel is more than twenty percent of the
monthly average active subscriber base in the target market:

Provided also that if the distributor of television channels decides to discontinue carrying a television
channel due to expiry of the existing interconnection agreement, it shall, fifteen days prior to the date of
expiry of its existing interconnection agreement, inform the subscribers through scrolls on the channels
included in the said agreement—

(a) the date of expiry of its existing interconnection agreement; and
(b) the date of disconnection of signals of television channels in the event of its failure to enter into new
interconnection agreement.”

As per 10(14) of Interconnection Regulation 2017, every broadcaster shall enter into a new written
interconnection agreement with DPO before the expiry of the existing interconnection agreement and if the
parties fail to enter into new interconnection agreement before the expiry of the existing interconnection
agreement, the broadcaster shall not make the signals of television channels available to the distributor of
television channels on expiry of the existing interconnection agreement. However, 10(21) of Interconnection
Regulation 2017 mentions that every DPO shall enter into a new written interconnection agreement, before the
expiry of the existing interconnection agreement. Regulation 10 (21) further mentions that in case the parties
fail to enter into new interconnection agreement before the expiry of the existing interconnection agreement,
the DPO may not carry such television channels on expiry of the existing interconnection agreement, however
DPO shall not discontinue carrying a television channel if the signals of such television channel remain
available for distribution and monthly subscription percentage for that particular television channel is more
than twenty percent of the monthly average active subscriber base in the target market.

In the CP, one of the issues for consultation was as follows:

“Q23. In respect of DPO’s RIO based agreement, if the broadcaster and DPO fail to enter into new
interconnection agreement before the expiry of the existing agreement, the extant Interconnection Regulation
provide that if the parties fail to enter into new agreement, DPO shall not discontinue carrying a television
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channel, if the signals of such television channel remain available for distribution and the monthly subscription
percentage for that television channel is more than twenty percent of the monthly average active subscriber
base in the target market. Does this specified percentage of 20 percent need a review? If yes, what should be
the revised prescribed percentage of the monthly average active subscriber base of DPO. Please provide
Justification for your response.”

In response, many stakeholders opined that this specified percentage of 20 percent need a review. Some
stakeholders opined that this question has a fundamental flaw as it tends to put the onus of negotiating and
closing the agreement on DPOs. Actually, the onus of negotiating and closing a contract has to be on both
parties. However, imposing any such constraints on DPOs as proposed in this question will be economically
flawed and place the DPO at a competitively disadvantageous position vis-a-vis broadcasters and is therefore in
violation to Article 14 and Article 19 of the constitution of India. No DPO can be forced to carry the channel at
the price set the broadcaster unless it enters into the agreement because the broadcaster has an alternate remedy
of declaring its channel as FTA and use the carriage RIO to place its channel on the platform. Another
stakeholder submitted that RIO is not meant to replace or supersede bilateral negotiations but to provide a
framework if negotiations stall. Further, Regulatory intervention should be limited and reserved for exceptional
circumstances where it's deemed necessary for the public interest. A blanket imposition of constraints on DPOs
could disrupt market dynamics, placing them at a disadvantage relative to broadcasters. Such impositions
would also contravene the principles laid out in the Constitution of India, particularly Article 14 (Equality
before Law) and Acrticle 19.

One stakeholder submitted that this condition is totally against the interest of the DPOs and is amenable to be
misused by the broadcasters as there may a possibility that a broadcaster after executing the DPO’s RIO
agreement and getting its channels placed on the bouquet available to the entire base of the DPOs, may
thereafter not be willing to pay the carriage fee for the subsequent year and thereby forcing the DPOs to
continue distributing the channel with any carriage fee. One of the views, expressed was that this condition
should be abolished and only in exceptional situations pertaining to Public Interest, TRAI may intervene to
ensure that the parties enter into an agreement. Another stakeholder submitted that the obligation casted on
DPO to continue to make the channel available even after expiry of RIO Agreement should be removed.

Another view received was that this is an unnecessary restriction imposed on the DPOs with no corresponding
stipulations for broadcasters, making this another point of regulatory imbalance. There is no need for any such
mandate on DPO to carry the channels in case of failure in entering the new agreement.

One stakeholder suggested that a lower figure is necessary as the subscriber suffers due to no fault of his
making. There are frequent complaints that the DPOs suddenly discontinue a channel. A subscriber has no
protection against this arbitrary action. Even a single individual subscriber should not be at the mercy of the
DPOs, but considering other factors, a lower figure of 10 % is suggested for prescription.

Another stakeholder submitted that the 20% threshold of the active subscribers of DPO is a very large
benchmark and not practical. Even for a very popular TV channel in view of large number of TV channels, this
threshold may be difficult to be achieved in view of the different languages/genres/people preferences etc.
Hence, a more realistic threshold which can be not more than 5% of the active subscriber base of the DPO
should be made.

Another stakeholder suggested that threshold percentage can be different for national and regional channels.
For regional channel maintain 3% threshold limit. One stakeholder suggested that the threshold of 20% should
be retained, however, this number may be varied for regional channels outside the specific region as there are
expected to be lesser base viewers for regional channels.

Another group of stakeholders opined that there is no requirement of any revision of the specified percentage
and prescribed percentage of the monthly average active subscriber base should be maintained as 20%. Another
stakeholder submitted that the specified threshold of more than 20% should be calculated as per the average
percentage of the last 6 months.
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Analysis

As per Interconnection Regulation 2017, as soon as the monthly subscription for a channel becomes equal to or
greater than twenty percent of the average active subscriber base of the distributor in that month in the target
market, the carriage fee reduces to zero. Accordingly, in such a situation, a DPO may not be inclined to
continue carrying such a television channel, especially, while entering into new interconnection agreement with
the broadcaster. However, since this would adversely impact a large number of consumers, DPOs have been
mandated to not to discontinue carrying a television channel if the signals of such television channel remain
available for distribution, and monthly subscription percentage for that particular television channel is more
than twenty percent of the monthly average active subscriber base in the target market. Therefore, to ensure
continuity of signal of such channels in the interest of the consumers, the Authority is of the view that such a
condition may not be removed.

Financial Disincentive

135.

136.

In the CP, stakeholders were asked if a financial disincentive be levied in case a service provider is found in
violation of any provisions of Tariff Order, Interconnection Regulations and Quality of Service Regulations.
They were also asked to specify the amount of financial disincentive for different violations along with the
time for compliance and any additional financial disincentive to be levied in case the service provider does not
comply within the stipulated time. Please refer to CP and the explanatory memorandum to Telecommunication
(Broadcasting and Cable) Services (Eighth) (Addressable Systems) Tariff (Fourth Amendment) Order, 2024 (1
of 2024) for the issues raised in CP, the gist of response received from the stakeholders and the analysis of the
Authority.

For the purpose of imposing financial disincentives, the Authority noted that some contravention of Regulation
of the Interconnection Regulation 2017 (as amended) may have significant adverse implications such as
affecting consumer interest/choice, unfair business practices, affecting healthy competition, etc. Accordingly,
the Authority has decided to impose a higher amount of financial disincentives for the contravention of these
Regulations (mentioned under Group B in Table 1 of Schedule XI). For violation/contravention of Regulations
having lesser implications, and which do not directly impact consumer interests, a lower amount of financial
disincentives have been prescribed (mentioned under Group A in Table 1 of Schedule XI). In view of above,
different regulations of Interconnection Regulation 2017 as amended, and the amount of financial disincentive
to be imposed for their first contravention and subsequent contravention are as follows:

Quantum of Financial Disincentive for contravention of Provisions of the Telecommunication
(Broadcasting and Cable) Services Interconnection (Addressable Systems) Regulations, 2017

Maximum amount of Financial
Disincentive (Q)

Regulation Details (inRs.)
First Subsequent
Contravention Contravention
Group A: Regulations for lower financial disincentive
4(3) General obligations of distributors of Advisory/ 25,000
television channels Warning
4(4) General obligations of distributors  of Advisory/ 25,000
television channels Warning
7 Publication of reference interconnection offer Advisory/ 25,000
by broadcaster for pay channels Warning
8 Publication of reference interconnection offer Advisory/ 25,000
by distributor of television channels. Warning
16 Change in the maximum retail price and the Advisory/ 25,000
nature of a channel: Follow the provisions of Warning
these regulations including but not limited to
the provisions pertaining to publication of
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137.

138.

reference interconnection offer by
broadcasters of pay channels

18(2)

Listing of channels in electronic programme
guide:

Placing all the television channels available
on distributors platform in the electronic
programme guide, in such a manner that all
the television channels of a particular
language in a genre are displayed together
consecutively

Advisory/
Warning

25,000

19

Details of service providers

Advisory/
Warning

25,000

20

Designation of compliance officer and his
obligations.

Advisory/
Warning

25,000

Group B: Regu

lations for higher financial disincentive

6(1)

Compulsory offering of channels on a-la-carte
basis by broadcasters

25,000

1,00,000

18(2)

Listing of channels in electronic programme
guide:

One television channel shall appear at one
place only.

25,000

1,00,000

18(3)

Listing of channels in electronic programme
guide: Assigning a unique channel number for
each television channel available on the
distribution network.

25,000

1,00,000

18(4)

Listing of channels in electronic programme
guide: Channel number once assigned to a
particular television channel not to be altered
by the distributor for a period of at least one
year from the date of such assignment subject
to the proviso contained therein.

25,000

1,00,000

It may be noted that under sub-Regulation (1A) of Regulation 15 and Regulation 4A, provisions for levying
financial disincentive already exist. Schedule X1 shall not affect the provisions of sub-Regulation (1A) of
Regulation 15 and Regulation 4A of the regulations.

As mentioned earlier, please refer to the explanatory memorandum to Telecommunication (Broadcasting and
Cable) Services (Eighth) (Addressable Systems) Tariff (Fourth Amendment) Order, 2024 (1 of 2024) for
detailed analysis and views of the Authority on the issue related to financial disincentives. In view of above,
suitable provisions have been included in the regulations.
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